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R E F ACHE 


1 00 the author of the * ſermons is 
very ſenſible that they need to be uſhered into 
Ve world with an appology, as the ſubjets of which 
Vey treat are not new, nor the manner in which 
bey are expreſſed peculiar or elegant, yet as the 
rdinary apvlogies have been ſo often repeated, aud 
Tre generally ſo little regarded, he ſubmits to the 
wdgement of the public, without preſuming to offer 
ny thing in his own vindication: only he imagines 
e has reaſon to hope that as hereaps no profit by the 
publication, expects no praiſe, ſolicited ns ſubſcrip- 
Fions ; and makes no ſpecious promiſes to invite men 
#o buy; the reader will juſtify the intention, tho" 
Pe ſhould. cenſure the execution and accuſe him 
| bf nothing worſe than having failed i an innocent, 
und 2 laudable attempt. 


The reviſal of theſe dſcourſes amufed the author's 
Volitary hours, and diverted his mind from more paiu- 
Ful thaughts ; he is ſure they can do wo harm, it is 
Peſſible they may do ſame good. Tho the obſervations 
Fantained in them are not new to the world, yet ſome of 
Fbem may be new to the reader, ſome may revive the 
Femembrance of uſeful truths, once known, but now - 
Forgotien; athers may perhaps improve the conduit 
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where the Arles le known and ebe * | 
negligently and ſuperficially diſcharged, and moſt of | 
them, it is hoped, will be found juſt, and in ava) de- | 
gree uſeful. 


And tb it "i true, that there are 4 many 
ſermons publiſhed, and ſome of them ſo excellent, 
that few writers can hope to equal, much leſs to 
excel them; yet it ought to be conſidered, that if 
ſome are making their appearance in the world, o- 
thers are wearing out of print, and that conſc- 
quence their number does not increaſe ſo much as 
men are apt to imagine, and as mens opinions | 
of ſermons are very different, and their -minds, | 
either ſo conſtituted by nature, or formed by edu- 
cation, and habit; that they do not all reliſh the 
ſame way and manner of expreſſion, nor feel alike the | 
force of the ſame arguments, a very. indifferent ſer- 
mon may ſometimes have an happy effet, where | 
thoſe that are much more excellent have failed. The | 
author ſincerely wiſhes that theſe may be uſe ful, | 
with this honeſt intention they are publiſhed and ifs | 
with many ſuperior to them, they produce no good ef | 
felt, and ſhall jo oon be forgotten, he will have no pe- 
culſar cauſe to complain. f 
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The Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of Attending 


To the Progreſs of our Years. 


A 
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Preached upon New - - Years- Day, 


Psarx CXL. 4. 


Man is like a thing of nought, his time paſſeth away like 
4 ſhadow, 


F after a few years ſpent in this vain world, we were 
to ly down in the duſt and retain no traces of 


what we once were; had we nothing to hope or fear 


from our conduct in this exiſtence, we might, with 
ſome degree of decency, begin our years with the 
ſentiments of the ſenſualiſt, and, ſay, come I will 
fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtroug 
drink, and this year ſhall be like the laſt, and much 
more abundant, but when we conſider that life and 


immortality are brought to light by the goſpel, that 


A our 
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our preſent exiſtence is a ſtate of probation, upon 
which an eternity of happineſs or miſery depends, 
and that as death leaves, judgement will find us; it 
becomes us to have more ſerious thoughts of the 
progreſs of our time, and the important buſineſs for 
which we were ſent into the world. 


WHEN our years are few in their largeſt number, 
and that ſmall number very uncertain too; when we 
know that they are carrying us forward to a ſtrict | 
examination, an unalterable ſentence, and an un- 
changeable ſtate; the tranſition from one year to 
another ſhould awaken very ſerious reflections, and 
at leaſt induce us to conſider what we are doing, 
whither we are going, and where this ſwift ſtream | 
of time upon which we are born along is like to 
land us at laſt. Indeed if we could retard the cur- 
rent of our years, if we could recal them after they 
are gone, or if we could with reaſon hope that how- 
ever they are ſpent they ſhall end in a bleſſed e- 
ternity, or at leaſt leave us in a tolerable ſtate: we 
might part with one after another without heſitation, 
and find ourſelves growing poorer and poorer in 
time without thinking much of the conſequences. 
But we can no more leſſen the ſwiftneſs of their 
career than ſtop the ſun in his courſe; when we I 
part with them once, we part with them forever, | 

and 
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and the ſtate in which they leave us at laſt, knows 
no medium between the extremes of happineſs and 
miſery, Every moment comes like a meſſenger 
to aſk our commands for another world; takes 
what we give, haſtens to be gone, will return no 
more to give us an opportunity to mend the meſſage, 
but faithfully carries forward what is given in 
charge, to our final trial, while conſcience in the 
mean time marks down the commiſſion. With 
the greateſt ſwiftneſs, there is the profoundeſt ſi- 
lence too, laſt night gave us no warning that a 


whole year of life was gone, and this year has 


ſtolen in without ceremony, comes quietly for- 
ward, and if we ſuffer it, will depart in ſilence too. 


Or if a change of this kind whiſpers any kindly 
warnir.ss into Reaſon's ear, men are ſo fooliſh as to 
drown them in the harry of diverſions, the noiſe of 
extravagance and the tumultous din of riot and 


gaming. But ſurely ſomething more ſerious might 


be expected, when we part with ſuch a large por- 


tion of our time, when we begin a year that may 


perhaps carry a commiſſion to remove us into a 
world of ſpirits, and bid an eternal farewell to a- 
nother, that bears along with it many words, and 
actions for which we muſt one day anſwer, and 
cannot now recall. Grateful thanks to Gad for the 
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bleſſings of his watchful providence; an attentive 
ſurvey of the nature of our conduct and the ſtate 
of our hearts; and ſerious reflections upon the ſwift 
and ſilent progreſs of our time, would be more na- 
tural upon ſuch an occaſion; more ſuitable to our 
profeſſion as Chriſtians, more worthy of our reaſon 


as men, and more conſiſtent with our duty as mem- 
bers of ſociety, than levity, diſſipation, and riot. 


IN order to ſuggeſt ſuch thoughts as theſe, I have 
choſen to recommend to your meditation the 
words which I have read, mau is like a thing of | 
nought, his time paſſeth away like a ſhadow. In the 
further diſcourſing upon them I ſhall-preſume to 
offer ſome few advices, with reſpect to the manner 


in which we ſhould begin and end our years, and 


then conclude with ſuch inferences as the ſubject 
ſhall afford, and your time permit me to offer. 


FiRsT I would adviſe you to make a ſolemn ' 
pauſe in your progreſs, to look back upon the years 
that are paſt, and ſeriouſly conſider how far you are 
come from the cradle, and how near, even in the 
courſe of nature, you are arrived to the grave: if you 
be twenty years of age, one third of your life is 


already gone, if you are thirty, one half of it is | 


already behind you, and if you are ſifty, you have | 
Wo 
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but poor ten or twenty years to ſee the ſun and 
{ojourn among the ſons of men ; of the time that 
is gone you cannot now call back one hour, undo 
one ſingle action, nor recover ſo much as a moment 
to live it over again, iho' all the joys of heaven, 
and all the torments of hell depended upon its re- 
turn; the days, the months, the years that once 
were before you, are now vaniſhed into meer 
ſhadows, and ſwallowed up for ever in the gulph 
of eternity, and thus cre long will it be with life 
it ſelf, you muſt part with it as entirely, and as ir- 
recoverably as you have now done with the by- 
gone ycar ; no hour to be recalled, no error to be 
mended, nothing to be done but to launch out into 
eternity, appear before God, and receive according 
to the deeds done in the body whether they have 
been good or whether they have been evil: what 


if we ſhould ſuppoſe at preſent, that inſtead of the 


| tranſition from one year to another, we were mak- 


ing the more awful tranſition' from time to eter- 
nity, from life to judgement, from earth to an jnvi- 
ſible ſtate; could we look back upon what is paſt 


with pleaſure, forward to the ſupreme tribunal with 


hope, and calmly ſay I am ready? or ſhould we 
not rather have many things to do, which yet in 
the midſt of the greateſt uncertainty we flill leave 
undone ? one would have flander: te unſay; another 
would 
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would have. ill gotten goods to reſtore; a third 
would have forgiveneſs to aſk and to obtain; a 
fourth would have his wordly affairs to ſettle; and 
almoſt all of us an imperte& repentance to iſh, 

and ſome things to do without and within. 


YET tomorrow may bring us into this awful 
ſtate, and a few more tranſitions from one 
year to another will certainly do ſo; for our time is 
determined upon earth, and bounds appointed that we 
cannot pufs. But as we part with our time in ſmall 
parcels, fo we are inſenſible of the loſs; an hour, a 
day, 2 month is not much out of the mighty ſum 
we ſuppoſe we are to cnjoy; and as the body 
gradually grows up to perfection, and by inſenſible 
degrees declines to a decrepid condition, we are 
thoughtlels of our progreſs, we are inattentive 
to the ſum of years that we have left behind, and 
continue ſtill ſuppoſing that we are rich in time. To 
remove this infatuation I would recommend a ſo- 
lemn pauſe for reflection at the end of every year ; it 
would ſhew us how far we are advanced on the road 
of life, and teach us to judge of the ſhort duration 
of the time we fondly imagine is before us, by 
the ſwift paſſage of what is behind; and probably 


recall to our remembrance ſome tranſgreſſions that 


need repentance, which might be otherwiſe buried 


in ob{irion, ill they roſe up againſtus in judgement, 
INDEED 


* 
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INDEED if the years that are paſt were never 
more to be heard of, it might perhaps be prudent 


for many of us to think of them no more, becauſe a 


ſcrious review of them may awaken a troubleſome 
companion within,revive the remembrance of faults 
that we would chuſe to forget, of crimes of which 
we have but ſlenderly repented, and of injuſtice and 
injuries done to our fellow men which we have not 
yet repaired, nor are much diſpoſed to repair; but 
alas tho' we hide theſe things from ourſelves and 
the world, every day brings on a diſcovery, and re- 
volving years will bring them all to light, for there 
is nothing ſecret that ſhall not be revealed, nor hid 
that ſhall not be known, It is true the tranſition 
from one year to another is ſo eaſy, that we may 
make a ſhift to ſtave off reflection from year to year, 
to transfer the guilt of one flecting period to an- 
other, and carry along with us (it we will) unre- 
pented crimes upon our conſciences, unmortified 
paſſions in our breaſts, and iniquitous ſchemes in 
our heads ; but this is only providing for ourſelves 
more difficulties, and greater perplexity if ever we 
do repent, and if we do not repent, arming death 
with more terrors, and increaſing a weight that ſhall 
lie heavy at our hearts in a day of judgement, and 
fink us ſo much deeper in the bottomleſs pit. 
Therefore vehile we have time, we ſhould com- 

mune 
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mune in private with our hearts, and conſider whe- 
ther our progrels in holineſs and goodneſs is pro- 
portionable to our advancement in years; whe- 
ther every year as it paſt has done ſomething to 
prepare us for heaven: ſubdued ſome criminal paſ- 
ſion, reformed ſome vicious habit, altered ſomething 
that was amiſs in our hearts or conduct, or if it has 
planted ſome good diſpoſition in the mind, improv- 
ed ſcme virtue in the practice, or ſent ſome treaſures 
into heaven by the offices of charity. 


Ir we only find that one year was given to a- 
muſement, another devoted to buſineſs, a third diſ- 
tinguiſhed by ſome fortunate ſtep that we have 
taken in life ; we may look back upon them with 
ſorrow, and lay with a ſigh, my time has been 
thrown away! for what are all theſe to the deſign 
of our exiſtence upon earth? ſure it is neither by he 
amuſements, nor by the buſineſs, nor by the proſ- 
perity of this world that life and immortality are to 
be obtained, but by picty towards God and charity 
towards men; if your paſt years were barren of 
thoſe things, in whatever elſe they have . been em- 
ployed they will make but a comfortleſs appear- 
ance when they are reviewed from a death bed, or 
examined in that day in which you mult give an 
account of your ſtewardſhip, 


AND 
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AND I would more particularly adviſe you, before 
you begin the buſineſs of another year, to take a 
ſerious review of the days of the laſt, while they are 
yet freſh in your memory ; and hear what report 
they can give of your conduct. The time will come 
at laſt, in which you muſt hear them, whether you 
will or not ; they will ſpeak of their own accord, 
and ſpeak ſo loud, that the inhabitants of heaven, 
earth, and hell ſhall hear them. I hope in God few 
of them dare fay, that they were entirely devot- 
ed to the world; and its concerns, but that all 
of them muſt own, that at leall they were begun and 
ended with a ſerious ſenſe of the goodneſs, power, 
and providence, of God, and that the foul made 
ſome ſallies from earth to heaven through the day. 


Ev ER day I hope will begin its hiſtory with 
ſaying that we bowed our knees, and lifted up our 
hearts to the moſt high God; and when it takes 
notice of our going out into the world it will re- 
port too, that we carried out with us the diſpoſitions 
of peace, juſtice,and charity,and that in all our tran- 
ſactions, we willingly hurt no man's perſon, wrong- 
ed no man in his ſubſtance, nor wounded any in 


their reputations. 


AND ſome happy days [ hope will bear witneſs, 


that while they paſt over our heads, we relieved the 
| needy, 
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needy, cloathed the naked, inſt ructed the ignorant, 
reclaimed, or at leaſt endeavoured to reclaim the 
vicious ; that we bore affronts with patience, forgave | 
injuries with ſincerity, and did good to thoſe who 
uſed us deſpitefully; and tho' every day have not 
ſome virtuous action to report, if the moſt barren !' 
of them can ſay no worſe, than that after our duty | 
paid to our creator and preſerver, they were partly 
ſpent in the offices of our ſeveral functions, partly in | 
neceſſary and innocent amuſement, and that they 
left us proſtrate before our God, imploring his par- 
don for our ſins of infirmity, ignorance and negli- | 
gence; we may hear their report with pleaſure, we | 
may bid farewell to the exhauſted year with a chear- 
full heart, and enter upon another with an eaſy | 

mind, under no great concern about the events it 

may bring forth; for God makes all things work 
together for the good of thoſe that fear him. 


BUT if inſtead of this, the days of the laſt year bear 
witneſs, that we began them as thoughtleſs ot God, 
as the beaſts that periſh; that we went out into 
the world with hearts eager with inſatiable avarice, 
burning with luſt, fraught with the arts of diſſimu- 
lation, and cankered with envy; and that after hav- 
ing ſpent them in gratifying theſe paſſions, we tumb- 
led down toreſt, as regardleſs of our maker as the 

| brutes 
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brutes in the ſtalls; it any of them ſay that we in- 
vaded the rights of the fatherleſs, that we contrived 
the orphan' s ruin, that we took advantage of the ſim- 
plicity of the ignorant, the ſtranger's friendleſs con- 
dition, or the widow's helpleſs ſtate; if they relate 


that they left usin the company of the drunkard, in 


the haunts of proſtitution, or in the infamous aſſem- 


blies in which gaming is made a trade; ſurely if 


we believe that there is a God above who ſees our 
conduct, or a judge in heaven who will call us to 
an account for it, and give every one as his works 
ſhall be; we muſt part with the year with an heavy 
heart, and bid it farewell with a faultering tongue: 
for it is gone to give in a dreadful accompt againſt us. 


In fine ſuch a review as I am recommending, 


will enable us to diſcover the plagues of our hearts, 


the thieves of our precious time, and the blemiſhes 
in our conduct. There is no man ſo innocent but 
has many things to amend, but how ſhall he amend 
his errors unleſs he knows them, or how ſhall he 


know them if he paſs from year to year without re- 


flection, and remains in the ſeveral periods of his 
life a ſtranger to himſelf, 


Bu x after all, if reformation does not follow this 
review, the profit of-it is loſt; new reſolutions with 
1 2 2 
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a new year, are no doubt commendable, but it is 


a new heart, a new life, a conduct really altered to 
the better, that perfect the plan, and anſwer the de- 
ſign of providence in prolonging our lives from year 
to year: and therefore whatever needs to be reform- | 
ed, ſhould be undertaken immediately, if you have 
done any injury to your neighbour that admits of re- 
paration,if ye have contracted any bad habit that muſt 
be overcome, if you have any dangerous paſſion that 
ſhould be ſubdued,as you wiſh for happineſs, do not | 
put off theſe things to another year; tor next year 
will offer every excuſe, urge every argument, and 
preſent every difficulty to perſuade you to put off 
reformation, that the preſent can ſuggeſt: in the 
mean time the taſk will become more difficult, your 
heart will grow more averſe to the ehange ; time 
will inſenſibly wear away, and vain reſolutions will 
end in eternal ſelt reproaches. Begin the year then, 
with a ſincere and thorough reformation of what- | 
ever is vicious in your hearts or criminal in your 
conduct, then ſhall ye be prepared for the ſeveral | 
events that it may bring forth ; if it beſtows com- | 
forts ye will enjoy them with an higher reliſh ; if 
it brings croſſes you will encounter them with a fir- 
mer confidence in the aſliſtance of heaven; what- 
ever you lawfully undertake you will have greater 
reaſon to hope that the bleſſing of God will proſ- 


per 
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per your enterprizes; in fine, you ſhall paſs its days 


with a lighter heart, and be fitter to live, and readier 
to die, as the wiſe providence of God ſhall pleaſe to 
determine. 


TH1s ſuggeſts another reflection with which we 
ſhould begin our years, I mean the uncertainty of lite: 
how many that are this day welcoming in the new 
year with thoughtleſs mirth and joy, ſhall never ſee 
it come to an end? how many heads that are now 
borne high, and buſied with many a vain project ſhall 
be laid lo in the duſt before this day returns in 
the revolviig year? nay what a damp would come 
over our ſpifits, what a mournful cry would be raiſed 
even in thifaflembly, if providence permitted us this 
moment to penetrate into the future, and to foreſce 
the fate of ourſelves and others, only to the end of 
this year? ſome of us who perhaps ſuppoſe death at 
a great diſtance, would ſee him at the very door; 
ſome who are dreaming of a long courſe of years 
yet to come, would find that they are already en- 
tered upon the very laſt year of life; ſome who are 

perplexing their minds, with 2 ſhall eat, or 
wherewithal ſhall T be cloathed? would ſee that 
their carcs are very needleſs, and be convinced that 
they have already more food and raiment than ever 


they ſhall uſe. 
| OTHERS 
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OTHERS that are elevated with the proſpect of 
ſome felicity that they expect, or depreſſed with | 
the dread of misfortunes which they foreſce, would 
find that they may lay their hopes and fears afide, | 
becauſe theſe things, if they come at all, will come 
too late to give them either pleaſure or pain; we 
might perhaps fee the eager worldling who ſweats 
through the day, and ſchemes through the night, | 
to hoard up wealth which he dares not uſe ; who 
ſhuts his ears againſt the petitions of the poor, har- 
dens his heart againſt the ſufferings of the unfor- 
tunate, and hazards his ſoul for the ſake of money, 
while he grudges his body a icanty ſubſiſtence; I 
fay, we might perhaps ſee him, laid upon a death 
bed with all his bonds, and charters, and bags about 
him, aud yet all unable to eaſe the pains of his bo- 
dy, or abate the foreboding apprehenſions of his 
ſpirit ; beſet with drugs that could give no relief, with 
phyſicians that defpaired of his life, with friends that 
in their faces wore the air of concern and ſympathy, 


but in their hearts feared nothing ſo much as his 


recovery, unleſs it were that they ſhould be over- 
looked in his laſt will ; we might ſee them watching 
one another and teazing him, ſtifling every propoſal 
of reſtitution, ſmothering every ſuggeſtion of cha- 
rity, confounding every ſerious thought with queſ- 


tions about the world,and forcing him to die as he had 
| lived ; 
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lived, thoughtleſs of God and goodneſs, and full of 
the cares of the world; we might ſee him take his 
laſt ſad farewell of his idols, and retain nothing of 
all his labour but a ſhroud and a coffin; while his 


heirs wrangled about the diviſion of his wealth, or 
rioted in his ſpoils. | 


We might perhaps ſee the man, who being fluſh- 
ed with youth, bleſt with health, and happy in a 
ſtrong conſtitution, laughs at ſobriety, ridicules tem- 
perance and chaſtity, and ſets death and judgement | 
not only at a diſtance, but even at defiance, we 
might perhaps ſee him on ſome future evening of 
this year gaſping in the burning heat of a mortal 
fever, ſwelling in an inveterate dropſy, or making 
his ſhameful and painful exit, under that dread- 
ful curſe that God has entailed upon luſt, while the 
remembrance. of his folly awakened the moſt per- 
plexing reflections, and the apprehenſions of a 


future reckoning, made him wiſh that he had never 
been born. 


IN fine, it is probable, that ſome of us will ſe the 
end of this year, and it is morally certain, that ſome 
of us will remove, and be in an eternal and unchange- 
able ſtate, before it comes to an end; but who they 
are that ſhall ſurvive, or who they are that mult 


pals 
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paſs the vale of the ſhadow of death, heaven wraps 
up in impenetrable ſecreſy, that all may be ready, 
watch, and be ſober. But alas, as it is common for | 
men to pervert the beſt bleſſings that God beſtows, 
ſo we diſappoint the deſign of this myſterious 
ſecreſy, for inſtead of being all quickened in our duty 
and kept upon our guard, becauſe all are held in 
ſuſpence, we are lulled aſleep in ſecurity, becauſe no 
particular perſon is named. 


HERE we unhappily deviate from our common 
maxim in other caſes, I mean, that it is beſt to err 
upon the ſafe ſide; for we could ſuſtain no loſs by 
living as if we were ſoon to die, tho' it did not hap- 
pen, and preparing for our change as if it were to come 
before the end of the year, tho' we ſhould chance 
to outlive it; but the loſs is great and irretrievable if 
we err upon the other ſide; that is, if upon the 
ſuppoſition that death is at a diſtarice, we. poſtpone 
all preparation for our change, live ſecure, ſenſual, 
and wordly lives, and be ſurpriſed by death and 
judgement ; yet tho we are certain that ſome of us 
will remove before this year comes to an end, every 
individual ſilently ſuppoſes, that it ſhall not be 
himſelf; becauſe he outlived the laſt year, he pre- 
ſumes he ſhall likwiſe outlive this; and becauſe there 
are ſome who ſhall ſurvive its end, he fondly believes 
that himſelf ſhall be one of the number. 


SUCH 
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SUCH, very probably, at this time laſt year were 
the ſentiments, of many ot our friends and acquain- 
tance, who are now in eternity ; when all were ex- 
horted to be ready, becauſe ſurely ſome would re- 
move; they as little thought that their deaths would 
fulfil the prediction, as you or I perhaps do this 
day; they had as few warnings from without, and 
zs few forebodings within of their fate; and as far 

as youth, health, ſtrength or temperance, can be 
any ſecurities for life, many of them had as little 
reaſon to be alarmed, and as little cauſe to apply 
the prediction to themſelves, as any of us have at 
preſent. But their fond hopes of life deceived 
them, and ours may do the ſame; their youth, their 
health, and ſtrength, that promiſed them many years 
to come, performed their promiſe ſo ill, that their 
graves were green before that one year was out; 
and therefore, tho' they may be now making the 
ſame flattering promiſes to ſome of us, how vain 
and dangerous 1s it to truſt them. 
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Coup thoſe now appear, who were thus de- 
ceived laſt year, how earneſtly would they warn us 
againſt the deluſion? how earneſtly would they 
exhort us to be wiſe in time? and with what awful 
pathos would they urge our Saviour's advice, be 

Bo > Ye alzazs ready, for ye know not in what hour the 
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fon of man cometh ? and repeat Solomon's direction, 


whatſoever thine hand findeth to do, do it with all | 
thy might, for there it neither work nor device in 
the grave whither thou goeſt. How eagerly would 
they beſeech us, to beware of the deceitfulneſs of ; 
riches, the luſts of the fleſh, and the pride of life? 
how earneſtly would they adjure us to walk worthy 
of that vocation wherewith we are called? and ho- 
much would thoſe of them who are happy, encour- 
age our vigilance, enliven our diligence, and warm 
our minds with the love of virtue, while they narrat- 
ed the happy ſtate of the righteous in another world? 


AND on the other hand, how much would the 
miſerable part of them deterr us from ſecurity and 
procraſtination? when they declared with a ſigh, | 


Delays, uthappy delays, and a vain confidence in the | 


continuance of life, were the cauſes of our ruin ; we 
were reſolved to repent and reform; we were de- 
termined before we died, to make our peace with God, 
by a thorough alteration in the diſpsſitions of our | 
hearts, and the conduct of our lives: But ſtill ue 
put off the change from year to year; and tho wwe | 
ſwiftly paſt from one period of our time ts another, f 
yet ſtill we perſwaded ourſelvet that there wvas time j 
enough before us: O that miſpent time could be re- 
covered, or that the bleſſed invitation would but once 

. again | 
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again ſound in our ears, Repent and be converted, that 


Jour fins may be blotted out ! Such as theſe are now 


the fad reflections of thoſe, whom death ſur- 
prized in a courſe of guilt and folly in the by gone 
year; and ſuch as theſe will be our reflections, when 
this day returns if we remain unprepared for our 
change, and this year brings along with it, a ſecret 
commiſſion to ſend us into an inviſible world. 


LASTLY, the tranſition from one year to 
another, ſhould teach us moderation in proſperity, 


and patience in adverſity; this is the improvement 


that St. Paul recommends from the reflection before 
us, the time is ſhort (ſays he) it remaineth that 
they that weep be as though they wept not, and they 
that rejoice. as though they rejoiced not; they that buy 
as though they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe this world, 
as not abuſing it, for the faſhion of this world paſſeth 
away. Whatever advantages your wealth may beſtow, 
whatever priviledges your rank in life may poſlels, 
whatever ſuperiour accompliſhments you may have, 
or imagine that you have, in body or mind, the 
time that you can enjoy theſe things is now ſhor- 
ter by one whole year ; you are ſo much nearcr to 
that awful period that brings men back to their 
natural equality ; and ſo much nearer to that ſtate, 
in which men ſhall rife according to their real 
C 2 ."-, merit: 


ever kind the ills may be, with which you ſtruggle, ; 


nor loſt any thing, that by the grace of God they 
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merit: and a whole year out of the ſhort life of 


man, is no inconſiderable trifle, much leſs out of 
what now remains of that life, to many of us; and 
the reflection that you yeſterday bade farewell to 
one twentieth, or one tenth part of the time that 
you are like to have to enjoy thoſe tranſient diſ- 
tinctions that raiſe you above other men, ſhould 
convince you that they are ſo much diminiſhed in 
real value; and conſequently that all pride upon 
their account, is ſo much more unreaſonable. | 
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| THE fame thought on the other hand, ſhould | 
ſupport the ſinking ſpirits of the afflifted : of what- 


they are now nearer an end, by one whole year; 
you are ſure there is ſo much of the time paſt, but x 
arc not certain whether there be ſo much now re- 
maining; and whatever there may be yet before 
you, a little patience will wear it all out, as en- | 
tirely as it has done the paſt year; in a word, the | 
proſperous have gained nothing in this world, that 
they ſhall not ſhortly loſe; nor the unfortunate ! 
ſuffered any thing, that they ſhall not-ſoon forget, 


may not ſtill hope to regain: for both are haſten- 
ing to that period, in which it will fare with us, as | 
to the things of this world, much as it did with the 

| | Iſraelites ' 
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I raclites in gathering the manna, he that hath fac- 
q 1 geeded beſt, ſhall carry nothing avay with him, and he 
I Þ who hath gathered little ſhall have no lack. 
| 
© Let us not be diſcouraged by the words cf 
- g the text, which repreſent man as thing of nonght; 
1% ſuch indeed he ir, when viewed only in reſpe& 
1 |} to his preſent exiſtence; but when we look for- 
1 Ward to another world, and view him as he ſhall 
be, the proſpect is very different, Here, he is the 
2? ſport of paſſions which he finds it very difficult 
to reſtrain; ſubje to a variety of diſeaſes which 
be can neither prevent nor cure; liable to innumer- 
„ able accidents againſt which his foreſight cannot 
provide; and immerſed in a body which is a clog 
t upon his mind, and greatly retards his pro- 
greſs in virtue. But, when corruption ſhall put on 
e incorra tion, all the dregs of mortality ſhall be left 
behind; our faculties will be enlarged; our deſires 
e © pure; our ſpirits active and ſerene; our benevolence 
t without alloy; and our happineſs ſuch as eye hath 
not ſeen, ear heard, nor heth it entered into the 
t, heart of man to conceive. 
4 I SHALL ſum up theſe reflections with my 
s BY ſincereſt prayers, that God may through this year 
e | preſerve your ſubſtance from accidents, your fa- 
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milies from misfortunes; your bodies from ſickneſs, 
and your ſouls from guilt; that he may diſpoſe the 
hearts of the young to remember their creator in 
the days of their youth, and give grace to the old 
to prepare for their change, and finiſh their courſe 
with joy ; that he may fit thoſe for death and judge- 
ment, whom he deſigns to remove into another 
world, and grant thoſe whom he ſhall be pleaſed 
to continue in this, wiſdom to improve their time, 
and hearts truly grateful for all his goodneſs ; 


grant theſe things O moſt gracious God, for Jeſus 


Chriſt's ſake Amen. 


Thankf ulneſs 
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Thankfulneſs to God recommended i for 
The continuance of his Benefits. 


A 


8 E R M O N 


Preached on New-Year's-Day. 


PSsALM CIII. ver. iſt. 2d, 3d. and 4th, 


Bleſs the Lord O my foul, and all that is within me bleſs 
his holy name ; bleſs the Lord O my foul and forget not 
all his benefits, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, healeth all 
thy diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy life from deſtruction, and 
crotoneth thee with loving kindneſs and tender mercy. 


AN is fo heedleſs by nature, ſo intoxicated - 
with the pleaſures, or fo hurried with the bu- 
fineſs of the world, that he ſeldom thinks of the 
courſe of divine providence, while it proceed: 
ſmoothly, and from day to day continues pouring 
bleſſings upon him: he receives its gifts without a 
ſenſe of their value; he enjoys them without grati- 
tude to the being from whom they came ; he pre- 


\umes. 
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fumes upon their continuance, as if they were things 
of courſe; and when they are taken from him, frets 
and repines as if he ſuffered ſome flagrant injuſtice, 
or were wrong(ully deprived of his right. The 
truth is, he ſeldom thinks upon the value of enjay- 
ments till he comes to want them; he never reflects 
upon what he has already received, but fixes his 
whole attention upon what he wants, or wiſhes to 
ebtain; and as ſoon as any bleſling loſes the graces 
of novelty, it falls in its value in his opinion, and 
ſoon wears out of his memory. 


HEAR a ſick man talk of the bleſſings of health ; 
how feelingly does he expreſs himſelf, how warmly 
does he recommend to thoſe who enjoy it, caution 
and pratitude, and how ſeriouſly does he reſolve that 
he will prize the mercy, if he ſhould happily re- 
cover? attend him the firſt day in which he goes a- 
broad after a tedious confinement, and you will 
find that the ſun ſhines brighter to him, the 
fields ſmell ſweeter, the birds ling more melodiouſt y; 
in fine all nature wears a more charming aſpect 
than it was wont to do; and the goodneſs and wiſ- 
dom of the creator of all things affect his heart 
more ſtrongly, and warm his gratitude more effec- 
tually, than perhaps they have done before in all 
his life, But in a few weeks when the bleſſing 
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is become familiar, and his heart engaged in other 
purſuits ; you will hear very little of the value of 
health; he will eat and drink, rife and lie down, 
without ever thinking of the bleſſings of food, 
ſleep, and precious health ; he will fee the ſun in his 
brightneſs, the earth in its verdure, the firmament 
and ſtars in all their luſtre and majeſty, and the 
world in all its order and beauty, without ever 
reflecting upon the power and wiſdom that erected 
it, or feeling one emotion of gratitude, or ceverence 
in his heart. 


HEAR a poor man talking of the uſes to which 
he would apply riches, how generous are his 
ſchemes, how extenſtve his charity, and how intenſe 
the ſatisfaction he would feel in doing good? 
you would imagine, that like Job, he would be eyes 
to the blind, feet to the lame, a father to the father- 


leſs, and an huſband to the widow ; and that as far as 


his influence could reach, tears would be wiped a- 
way from every eye; you can hardly help blaming 
providence that has not given him ability equal to 


his will, and entruſted him with theſe bleſſings of 


which he would be ſuch a faithful ſteward, * for 


which he is ſo well diſpoſed to make 2 grateful re- 


turn. But notwithſtanding all this, if you carefully 
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obſerve his conduct, you ſhall find that his will in 1 
his preſent circumſtances, falls often ſhort of his a. © 
bility, little as it is; grant him that wealth which he 
Propoſes to employ ſo well, yet diſtreſs will appear 5 
in his neighbourhood as commonly, and in all the * 
various ſhapes that it did before; for his charity ex 5 
pired with his poverty, he ceaſed to ſympathize} 
with the ſufferers, when he ceaſed to feel theit ] 
ills; he now finds vent for his wealth, where o- 
ther rich men found it before him, in the luxury of 
the table, in the vanity of dreſs and equipage, in the 
expences of amuſements, and the extravagance | 
of gaming and company ; nay, it is much if he does} 
not diſtinguiſh himſelf by hardneſs of heart, rapa- 
cious oppreſſion, haughtineſs of behaviour, and in . 
fine, by all the vices moſt diametrically oppoſite to 
his former profeſſions. 


IT ſeems to be the unhappy foible of our na- 
ture, that when we want any bleſſing, we have 
high ideas of its value, we know how it ſhould be 
employed, and what returns ſhould be made for it 
to the ſupreme being; but as ſoon as we obtain it, wo 
grow inſenſible of its worth, we forget its proper | 
uſe, and ſeldom think of the kindneſs and mercy 
of the providence that beſtowed and continues 

it, 
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it. I wiſh there be not many examples of this 
truth here preſent, we have ended a year in which 
we have enjoyed many valuable bleſſings, and be- 
gun another, in which we hope for their continu- 


goodneſs of God upon our minds; with fincere 


„ joyed during its courſe; with hearts overflowing 
with gratitude towards our unwearied benefactor ; 
and full of ſerious reſolutions to reform what is 
2 wrong in our conduct, and improve in what is 
_ A right? 


* HA R we like the Pſalmiſt in the hymn before 
in us, rouſed all the powers and exerted all the faculties 
of our ſouls to acknowledge his kindneſs? has every 
0 one, with ſincere feelings of thankfulneſs expreſſed his 
dependance upon the preſerver of men, in words 

. like theſe, bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and all that is 
„e within me bleſs his holy nume; bleſs the Lord O my 


W foul and forget not all his benefits, who forgiveth all 
bine ini quities, healeth all thy diſeaſes, who redeem- 


ha eth thy life from deſtruction, who crowneth thee with 
er loving kindneſs and tender mercy? Theſe, or ſome- 
8 thing like theſe, ought to have been the ſentiments, 


© vith which we ſhould have cloſed the laſt, and en- 
it. cered upon the preſent year. 
| D 2 Tx 


ance ; have we ended it with a juſt ſenſe of the 


7 acknowledgements for the various benefits we en- 
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In order to aſſiſt them whole ſerious thoughts | 
have already warmed their gratitude to God, for 
his numerous benefits, and allo to try if I can ſuggeſt E 
ſome uſeful reflections to thoſe who are more heed- | 
leſs, who enjoy the bleſſings that heaven beſtows, 
without thinking of their deſign, and paſs from 
year to year, as if the ſucceſſion of time was to be | 
eternal, and the courſe of their years to proceed 
without interruption ; I have choſen for my text the 
verſe that I have read before you ; and in further 
diſcourſing upon this ſubjeR, ſhall mention ſome ; 
of the many bleſſings which we have enjoyed 
through the bygone year, that ſeem to me to 
deſerve our moſt grateful acknowledgements, now | 
that it is come to an end. | 


FiRsT then, as life is the foundation of all earth- | 
ly enjoyments, let us begin with aſking ourſelves, by 
what peculiar privilege ours has been preſerved for 
ſo many months, notwithſtanding the complicate 
texture, weakneſs, and delicacy of the organs of | 
thoſe bodies in which we dwell; notwithſtanding 
the many diſeaſes that have been raging around us, 
and the innumerable accidents to which the life of 
man is expoſed? And this too, when many younger 
In years, ſtronger in conſtitution, healthicr in their 
former lives, and as ſober and cautious as we, have 

dropped, 
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s | dropped ſince the year began; look around you in 
r [7 your ſeats,and you will find that ſeverals have been re- 
ſt moved into another world, who, whether we judged by 
the ſtrength of their frame, the number of their years, 
„ the ordinary ſtate of their health, or their way and 
n manner of living, promiſed as long life as any here 
e preſent; by what peculiar privilege then are we 
d met in the houſe of God, when others are removed 
e to another world? what ſecret cauſe has borne us up 
above the duſt, when others have ſunk down to 
e corruption? Is it becauſe there are no jarring 
d humours in our bodies, no ſeeds of diſeaſes in our 
o frame? alas the experience of every day ſhews the 
w © contrary, and makes us know by the feebleneſs and 
| pains we feel, that we are made of no more du- 
rable materials than other men. 


1 
* 
3 


i þ 

y Is it that we han a leaſe of life, or that we have 

Xr made a covenant with death, not to approach be- 

te fore a certain day? or is it that we are more thank- 
f = ful to heaven, and employ life to better purpoſes 
1g than they did who are removed? partial as our 
s, judgements are in what concerns ourſelves, I be- 
of Þ lieve we will not venture to affirm this, nor even 

er dare to imagine it. Perhaps that gracious advo- 
ir cate which we have with the father, has ſtopt'the 
ve hand of juſtice, whenit wa as lifted up to ſtrike, with, 
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Let it alone this year alſo,if it brings forth fruit, well; 
/ not let it be cut down ; perhaps that God who 
willeth not the death of a ſinner, ſeeing us un- 
prepared has deferred the ſummonds, to give us 
time for reflection and reformation, if fo be that 
time and repeated benefits; can bring us to a right 
mind; and if not, to allow us tofill up the meaſure 
of our iniquity, and to render us without excuſe ; 


perhaps ſome dawnings, as it were, of ſeriouſneſs 


and reflection in our minds, and ſome appearance 
of an alteration in our conduct to the better, has 
induced the merciful God to poſtpone our fate, 
with fomething like, /ee/t thou how Ahab humbleth 
bimſelf ? 1 willnot quench the ſmoking flax ; but wait 
and fee what effects ſuch beginnings may produce 


perhaps the prayers of a virtuous parent, or the re- 
queſts of ſome religious friend, has been heard in 


heaven in our behalf ; perhaps the fervent bleſſing 


of ſome pious poor object whom we have relieved, 


has lighted upon our heads. 


Bu r whatever the cauſe may be, ſo it is that we 


have been ſpared, when a thouſand have fallen at 
our ſide, and ten thouſand at our right hand; our 


time has been prolonged, when ſome others have 
received an haſty ſummonds, and the invitations of 
grace and mercy, arc ſtill ſounding in our ears, 


when 


ccc. 
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when perhaps others who began the year with us, 


are now in vain deſiring to ſee one of the days of 
the ſon of man, and wiſhing that the time of their 
probation might return. 


To make us more ſenſible of the value of the 
benefit, let us ſeriouſly conſider how it ſhould have 
fared with us, if providence had bcen pleaſed to 
order otherwiſe ; were our worldly affairs ſettled? 
were our conſciences clear enough to bear the ex- 
amination of omniſcient wiſdom ? were our ſouls 


prepared for the awful change, and ready to appear 


in judgement? I ſuſpect, if the ſentence had come 
forth in any part of the by gone year, ſet thine houje 


in order, for thou ſhalt ſurely die, that the beſt of us 


would have earneſtly wiſhed for a ſuſpenſion of it, 


and many of us looked back upon lite with much 


regret, and forward to eternity with very faint hopes. 
With what gratitude then ſhould we acknowledge 
the goodneſs of God in prolonging our lives? with 
what care ſhould we avoid every thing that may tend 
to make our benefactor repent of our preſervation, 


in the ſame ſenſe that he once did of our creation, 
and fay, it repenteth me that I kept them alive? 


with what diligeace ſhould we work out our ſalva- 
tion, and give glory to the Lord gu God, before he 
cauſe darkneſi, and before our feet ſtumble upon 

| the 
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the dark mountains, and our light be turned into the 


ſhadow of death. 


Tno' he has prolonged our lives, yet he has 
given us no leaſe of them, no nat ſo much as for 
another year; and tho' we are here all alive this 
day, yet ſome of us ſhall have paſſed through the 
terrors of death, and the inquiſition of judgement, 
before this day returns, and be ſinging anthems, 
with the bleſt above, or howling blaſphemies with 
the damned beneath, when the worldis welcoming 
another year; for ſociety is in a conſtant fluctuati- 
on, one coming upon the ſtage to begin his proba- 
tion, another going off to receive according_to the 
deeds done in the body; and the generation of the 
preſent period inſenſibly mouldering away. 


Er an old man refle&s upon thoſe with whom he 
lived in his youth, he will find that he is already 
among another people; that new men have riſen 
up, new maxims have been received, and other 
manners have prevailed ; in ſo much, that had he not 
made his acquaintance with the new comers, he 
muſt have been literally a ſtranger upon earth; and 
ſo quickly do the ſons of men paſs away, that by 
the time this ſeaſon has returned forty or fifty 
times, another people ſhall be liſtening here to a- 

| nother 
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another preacher; and we ſhall be gone every one 
to his own place, or if any poor remains ſurvive, 
they will be feeble and few, /ike the gleaning grapes 
when the vintage is done; our houſes ſhall be poſ- 
ſeſſed by other owners, and thoſe who are yet un- 
born, ſhall be buſtling in our ſtreets, acting over our 
follies, or inventing new ones of their own ; while 
we ſhall be reaping the fruits of our preſent conduct, 
and receiving according to our works in the days 
of our fleſh; and therefore let us be thankful to 
God for prolonging our lives, employ our time 
well, and ſeriouſly prepare for our change. 


Bu r, beſides this ſignal inſtance of the goodneſs 
of God in preſerving us in life, through the by- 
gone year, we have many other bleſſings, requiring 
our grateful acknowledgment upon this occaſion : 
to many of you, - your friends have been preſerved, 
and your families kept entire: no parent has been 
pulled trom your embraces ; no conſort has been 
torn from your boſom ; no child has been ſnatched 
from your knee, your hearts have been free from 
grief, and your eyes from tears; you have not known 
the pangs of a laſt farewell, you have not felt the 
painful workings of the mind, when the relicks 
of a dear relation revive his memory, and his 


empty place at table proclaims his abſence; you 
L have 


* 


you know the value of this bleſſing? aſł thoſe who 


embrace from a darling child, you found only lonli- 
neſs and ſilence; here and there a monument to keep 


ſervation, humbly implore pardon for their ſins, and 
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have not experienced the agonizing feelings of the 
ſpirit, when the thoughts ſtray as it were among 
blaſted proſpects, and ruined hopes, and every where 
meet with the ghoſts of departed comforts ; would | 


1 


ao A ee de e 
nin — — ba, =, 


have been deprived of their friends, at what price 
they would purchaſe their redemption from death, þ 
and what they would give for their diſcharge from | 
the grave? 


SUPPOSE that when you go home, inſtead of | 
chearful welcome from a beloved conſort, or a fond 


you in mind, that once they were there, and revive | 
the reflection that now they are forever gone. Surely} 
if you conſider the importance of this bleſſing, in- 
ſtead of ending your years with levity, you will“ | 
conveen your families, preſent them, as it were, be- 
fore the Lord, gratefully thank him for their pre- F 


earneſtly pray for the continuance of his kind. 
providence. 


Bur to proceed, ſome of you perhaps he has“ 
raiſed from ſickneſs, and when the phyſician heſi- 
tated in dope .» when your friends confeſſed their, 

deſpair 
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geſpair by their looks, when the ſtruggling heart and 
7 feeble pulſe gave the ſymptoms of a near diſſolution, 
he has graciouſly faid, I will, be thou whole, Some 
of you perhaps he has preſerved at ſea, when your 
ſouls melted away becauſe of trouble; when every 


" ſwelling wave threatned to daſh the cracking veſſel 
into a wreck, and every yawning gulph ſeemed to 
be jaws of death, juſt going to cloſe upon you; 
2 when the pilot, at his wits end, gave up his charge 


to the mercy of the ſtorm, and bade the deſpairing 
crew prepare for eternity; in fine when all hope 
that you ſhould be faved was taken away, he 
graciouſly heard your cries, pitied your diſtreſs, 


made the ſtorm a calm, and brought you unto your 


© deſired haven ; when you were thus upon the brink 
of eternity, what would you not have given for an 
2 aſſurance of ſeeing this day? what were your 
thoughts of your paſt lives? what were your re- 
| ſolutions with reſpe& to your future conduct, and 


how warm your profefſions of endleſs gratitude, 
and ſincere obedience, if God ſhould bring you 


back from the gates of death? he did ſo: let your 


conſciences tell the reſt: but remember that he has 


it in his power every moment to bring you again 


| to the brink of deſtruction, to range before you the 


terrors of death, and force you to review your con- 
duct as juſt going to appear in judgement : 
E 2 and 
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and he will at length bring you to this, when 
neither prayers, nor tears, nor fair profeſſions of 
future obedience ſhall procure a reprieve, and when | 
providence deſigns to execute upon you the ſen- 
tence, 1t is determined for all men once to die, 
ADD to theſe inſtances of his goodneſs, the re- 
flection, that he has fo blefled your endeavours | 
through the laſt year, that all of you have been 
able to provide for your families, and ſome of you 
perhaps to increaſe your ſtore; no fire has conſum- 
ed your ſubſtance at land, no loſs at ſea has ruined 
your credit, and no unhappy accident has hither-Þ 
to thrown you upon the cold compaſſion and cha- 
rity of an unfeeling ſelfiſh world. To be inde-Þ 
pendent, as far as independency is deſigned for man, 


to live by the bleſſing of God, and our own in- 
duſtry, to eat our own bread and have ſomething 


to ſpare to thoſe that want, will appear very valuable 
bleſſings, if we conſider the pain that a generous 
mind feels in aſking aſliſtance ; the ſting of a cold 


reception, the pang that is occaſioned by a frivolous 


far-fetched excuſe, the damp that comes upon the 
ſpirits from an harſh denial, or a compliance at 
tended with reproaches ; and the agony that the 
mind experiences in being obliged to court one 


kindneſs, in whoſe face you can read indifference, 


anc 
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and ſee, by every look, that he thinks you trouble- 
ſome and importunate. 


WHILE God is pleaſed to bleſs your endeavours 
with ſucceſs, while his candle continues to ſhine 
upon your head, you will find tenderneſs and af- 
fection in your friends, and civility and kindneſs 
from your acquaintance, but had heaven been pleaſed 
in any part of the laſt year to have afflicted you 
with a ſevere reverſe of fortune, your fate would 
have been very ſingular, if you had not by this time 
found reaſon to ſay with Job, mine acquaintances 
are eſtranged from me, my kinsfolk have failed, and 
my familiar friends have forgotten me; for tho po- 
verty be not infectious, yet few diſeaſes fo 
much cool the affections of friends and acquain- 
tance or induce them to keep at a greater diſtance ; 
The rich man has many friends but the poor is hated 
of his neighbour ; inſtead of the kindneſs that 
they perhaps now ſhew, and that affeRion they pro- 
feſs, one would have imputed your misfortune to 
your miſmanagement; another aſcribed it ro your 
profuſion; a third perhaps dared to explain the ſecrer 
diſpenſations of providence, and to ſay, it was a juſt 
judgement for ſome of your real or imaginary 
faults; and every one aſſigned ſome cauſe why you 


deſerved | 
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deſerved to be unfortunate, and why he might 
treat you with cruelty and indifference. 


Gop has been graciouſly pleaſed for one year 
more to preſerve you from all thoſe ills, and if you 
deſire that he would continue to do fo, ſhew your- 
{clves grateful to him for what is paſt, and charitable 
to the poor of his people; for there is that withold- 
eth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty, on 
the contrary, the liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, he 
deviſeth liberal things, and by liberal things fhall he 
land; in fine, to receive God's benefits with gratitude, 
to enjoy them with moderation, to employ them 
for the relief of the poor and deſtitute, are the moſt 
likely methods to prevail with him, to preſerve you 
from poverty and dependence during life, and to 
procure for you his approving ſentence, well done 
good and faithful ſervant, when ye ſhall be called 
to give an account of your ſtewardſhip. 


You have alſo during laſt year by his kind pro- 
vidence enjoyed all the comforts of religion, you 
have had free acceſs to publick worſhip, regular 
opportunities of hearing the word of God, and par- 
taking of his holy ſacraments, and your paſtors 
ready to aſſiſt you with their advice and prayers, 


in ſorrow, ſickneſs, or at the hour of death; theſe 


bleſlings 
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bleſſings indeed, becauſe, thanks to God, they are 


common ;colt us little, ; and have continued long, are 
but little valued ; but they are bleflings that in ſpite 
of our preſent indifference we would ſigh for if they 
were withdrawn; bleſſings that the firſt Chriſtians 
would have purchaſed at an high price; and which 
God himſelf ſeems to reckon among his choiceſt 
favours, for when he promiſes by the prophet Iſaiah 
to be very gracious to his people, and mentions the 
various bleſſings that he meant to beſtow upon them, 


he begins with declaring, by teachers ſhall not be 


8 removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes ſhall 
ee thy teachers, and thine ear ſhall hear a word behind 


| thee 75 dying, this is the way walk ye in it, when pe 


þ turn to the right hand or to the left. 


Wr N he threatens to puniſh them molt ſeverely, 
Fu their ſins, and make their afffiction deep as the 
' mourning for an only ſon, he declares by the pro- 
phet Amos, I will ſend a famine in the land, not a 
| famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of hear- 


ing the word of G od ; they ſhall run to and fro to bear 
| the word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it; in truth if 
| we believe that iniquity isruinous, we mult account 
it a mercy to be frequently exhorted to goodneſs, 
| and warned againſt the deceitful charms of vice; if 


we belieye that the ordinances of religion were ap- 
pointe d 


| | 40 Thankfulneſs to God for 


pointed by God, as the means of our improvement ; 
and ſalvation, we muſt alſo allow that it is a bleſ- 
fing to enjoy them ; if we experience any comforts ; 
in publick worſhip ; feel that it enlivens our devo- 
tion, or has any happy effects upon our hearts, it 
certainly follows that we ſhould. begrateful to God 
for the benefit, and pray for its continuance: in a 
word, whatever improvement we may make of theſe 
things, and however little they may be eſteemed in 
a thoughtleſs age, yet they are bleſſings that we ſhall 
one day be called ro an account for, and which 
we ſhall in the end ſincerly wiſh we had highly va- 
tued, and diligently improved. 


Al Low me further to add, that our moſt grate- 
ful acknowledgements, are due to the divine provi- 
dence, for that tranquility that our country has en- 
joyed through the laſt year: in the midſt of a vigo- 
rous and bloody war we enjoyed almoſt all the 
ſweets of peace, and while our ears tingled with the 
bare report of thoſe ſcenes of cruelty and deſolation, 
that were exhibited inother countries, we roſe and 
lay down in peace; no barbarous ruffians have bro- 
ken in upon our defenceleſs families, no midnight 
alarms have diſturbed our reſt; no parties have plun- 
dered our houſes, or forraged our fields; no marks of 

i 1 deſolation are imprinted on our country; and no 
| | 3 monuments 
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monuments of an enemy's fury appear in our cities; 
thanks to God every one has reaped the fruits of 
his labour in quiet, and our country wears the ſame 
face that it did in the profoundeſt peace. 


NoR can we aſcribe this to any moderation or 
want of activity, or inclination in our enemies to 
diſturb our tranquility, they muſtered their ar- 
mies, they prepared their flects, they boaſted of 
deſigned invaſions ; and gracious heaven in one hour 
blaſted all their projects and humbled their pride. 
In fine he has through all the laſt year indulged us 
with his choiceſt bleſſings, I mean the profoundeſt 
peace, the greateſt plenty, and an healthy people; 
if we deſire the continuance of his mercy, let us 


be ſincerely grateful, and carefully avoid every thing 
that may provoke him to withdraw his mercies. 


Could I add to the bleſſings of his providence, all the 


inſtances of his long ſuffering patience, the ſubject 
would be inexhauſtible, for the benefits that he has 
beſtowed, tho they be many, are not near fo nume- 
rous as the ſins and provocations he has overlooked 
in every one of us; how often have we offended him 
in thought, word, and deed, ſince the laſt year be- 
gan? yet as if we had been always dutiful ſervants, 
and obedient children, he continued from day to 


4 This ſermon was preached after the defeat of the Freach fleet 
commanded by M. Conflans. 
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day pouring his bleſſings upon us, and is {till willing 
to forgive and receive us into favour. 


Have you at any time through the year, blaſ- 
phemed his ſacred name, or appealed to his omni- 
ſcience when you ſwore falſely ? he was preſent to 
hear your perjury, and to witnels the affront you 
offered to his majeſty, he had power to take im- 
mediate vengeance, nay he needed only to have 
withdrawn his aſſiſtance and you had crumbled 
down to your original duſt, yet you are ſtill per- 
mitted to come into his courts, ſill invited to ac- 
quaint yourſelves with God and be at peace. 


Di v you atany time defraud or cheat your neigh- 
bour? he ſaw the villainy and deteſted it; why did 
not his overuling providence bring you to diſgrace, 
condemnation, and an ignominious death, or hurry 
you from the ſcene of guilt to the ſeat of judge- 
ment? ſurely no reaſon can be aſſigned, but hat 
he willeth not the death of a ſinner, aud that he is the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long ſuf- 
fering and abundant in goodneſs and truth: have you at 
any time ſlandered your neighbour, or deſignedly 
deviated from ſacred truth? you know he has de- 
clared that all liars ſhall have their portion in that 
lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone; why 
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then are ye not tormented in that flame that is not 
2 quenched, and crying for a drop of water to cool 
your tongues * 


Much more may we aſk why are you ſolicited 
to accept of pardon and peace, with repent and be 
converted that your ſins may be blotted out? the 
the wit of man can think of no other reaſon but 
that God is patient, tho he be provoked every day; 
[you remember that he has declared, that whoſoever 
is angry with his brother without a cauſe, ſhall be in 
| danger of the judgement, and whoſoever ſhall fay to 
bis brother thou fool, ſhall be in danger of hell fire ; 
how often have many of us been expoſed to this 
| danger through the bygone year by much great- 


er crimes? ſuch as malice, envy, diſſimulation and the 
like; in fine upon a ſerious review of our conduct, 
we ſhall find that we have as much reaſon to 
* admire the mercies of his patience, as thoſe 
of his providence, and while we acknowledge 
| with gratitude, in him we live aud move and have our 
being, to add with ſorrow, it is of the Lord's mercies 
| we are not conſumed, and becauſe his compaſſions fail 
| not, that we are in the land of the living, and in the 


| place of hope, 
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Bu r remembei too, that his ſpirit will not always 
ſtrive with man, and that tho he has borne with us 
through the laſt year, he may not continue the 
1 | ſame patience during this; but if we perſevere in 
110 | our vicious courſes, he may be provoked, to iflue 
I} out the dreadful ſome: cut it down, wh 7 cumbereth 
I]! it the ground? 


ee IRE > 
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| 

| THE inference that I would draw from what has 
| been faid, is that obſervation of the Apoſtle,the good. 
neſs of God leadeth thee to repentance, or that of the 
pſalmiſt, O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 5 
for his gooduefs, and declare the wonders that he doetl | 
for the children of men: begin the year with a ſerious 
ſenſe of his goodneſs upon your minds, with reſo- 
lutions of obedience, and earneſt prayers that he 
may continue his bleſſings, and grant you hearts ; 
truly grateful, 8 


zz ,, eo rdl'. oo ED 


. 
. — — wide ods 
Abe a EE. 
— — — — 8 — - - * 1 
— — 


May that God by whoſe providence years be- 
gin and end, bleſs your ſubſtance with increaſe, your 
families with health, and yourſelves with inwardÞ 
peace and ſatisfaction through the preſent year; may] 
he ſanctify your hearts, govern your tongues, keep] 
your hands from iniquity, and preſerve you in lite, 
or receive you into glory; grant theſe things O merci- 
ful father for Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 
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Preached upon the death of his late Majeſty 
GEORGE the II. 


II. Cu RO. XXXV 24. 
And all Fudah and Jeruſalem wept for Jaſiah. 


be- IF ever grief for men that are born to die can be 
_ reaſonable, it muſt be ſo, when the providence 
ard} of God is pleaſed to remove good kings; their 
nayÞ ftation is ſo important, their number fo ſmall, 
eep and their example ſo uſeful to the world, that their 
ite departure is a ſevere and affecting loſs to ſociety. 
rei- When a king maintains the civil and religious li- 

berties of his people; when he executes the laws 
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with impartiality, and by the bleſſing of God upon 
his councils and arms, protects them from their en- 
emies, and leaves them a free and happy nation, 
they can hardly with-held the grateful tribute of a 
rear at parting, nor miſs to feel ſome unuſual con- 
cern on their minds, not only becauſe they have 
lived happily under his adminiſtration, but alſo be- 
cauſe they know not what new meaſures new men 
may purſue, and with what conſequences the loſs 
of their ſovereign may be attended. 


INDEED it is not to be expected in the preſent 
imperfection of human nature, that kings can a- 
void crrors; their province is difficult; their ca- 
pacities are limited; and their temptations many: 
when they diſcover no cruelty in their tempers, 
when they betray no deſigns to oppreſs or enſlave 
their people, nor laviſh away their blood and 
treaſures, in order to aggrandize themſelves or their 
families; but diſcover in all their tranſactions an 
humane and mereiful temper, and an honeſt and 
upright heart, their memory ought to be dear to 
their people, and their ſmaller errors overlooked, 
or aſcribed to the general weakneſs of men. 


Soc a prudent, peaceable, and juſt prince, did 
the Jews loſe by the death of Joſiah, and the loſs 


could 
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could not miſs to be the more ſeverely felt that he 
was taken away by a ſudden death, and left them 
involved in an expenſive and dangerous war. The 
paſſage of ſcripture that I have read before you, 
bears witneſs, that they paid a grateful tribute to 
his memory, and had a juſt ſenſe of his merit, and 
f their own misfortune in being deprived of ſuch a 
* ſovereign. 


1 THESE nations have now by the will of God, 
| ſuſtained a misfortune of the ſame kind, with ſome 
f { circumſtances very ſimilar, and loſt a prince under 
- whoſe adminiſtration we have long enjoyed the 
valuable bleſſings of a pure religion, and an happy 
liberty; 3 taſted the ſweets of peace; and 


8, | had as great ſecurity for our perſons and properties 
Cc Þ as any people under heaven: a prince in whoſe 
d | time it has pleaſed God to bleſs our fields with in- 
Ar Þ creaſe; our trade with ſucceſs; and our arms with 
"i victory; ; ſo that he has left us improving in all the 
n 


| neceſſary, and uſeful arts of life, and as much reſ- 
pected among the nations as any people in this 
weſtern part of the world. That his memory is 
dear, and his death lamented, is indeed very evident, 
but I would with for ſomething more; as we en- 
joyed many bleſſings by the means of his life, I 
could wiſh that we received ſome improvement by 


his 
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his death, and therefore inſtead of panegyricks upon 
the dead, who is now independent of the praiſe or | 
cenſure of mortals, I ſhall try to ſuggeſt ſome þ 
reflections upon the event that I hope may be uſetul þ 


to the living. 


PI RS r then, allow me to obſerve, that we have 
here a very ſtriking example of the precarious na- 
ture of all worldly things; his crown and throne ] 
were ſecured to him with all the folemnity and N 
ſanctity of laws; by all the ſtrength of powerful : 
fleets and numerous armies ; and by what was ſtill a] 
better ſecurity, by the affection and willing ſubmif. Þ 
ſion of a great and free people: yet one fatal mo- 
ment transferred his crown and throne to another] 
poſſeſlor, and lett him no more of his cxtenſiveſ 
dominions than his corps can cover. How elo-Þ 
quently does the event preach to us upon the text 

if riches increaſe, ſet not your heart upon them, for 
they make themſelves wings and fly away, Are! 


there any poſſeſſions you enjoy, or any you can 


acquire that you can hold by a ſurer tenure? youſ 


have indeed laws to protect your property fromſh b 
Violence, you perhaps have ſhrewdneſs to guard itÞ | 
againſt the arts of fraud, and triends or money to 
vindicate your rights if they be invaded ; but what il 
have you to guard your perſons againſt the affavlt b 
q 


* 
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of death, or ſecure your ſouls that they ſhall not 


be ſummoned to appear in judgement? here you 
mult always be expoſed to the greateſt uncertainty ; 


and conſequently it muſt be extreme folly to ſacri- 
ſice the peace of your conſciences, or forfeit your 
future hopes, for enjoyments that are ſo precarious ; . 
| perhaps when you have juſt drawn upon your 
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- Þ heads, by oppreſſion, the widow's deſerved curſe; 

WE when the diſtreſſed orphan is appealing to God 

id * againſt your injuſtice; when you have newly 1 

ul | wounded your conſcience by diſhoneſty, and rouſ- 4 
la | ed the juſt vengeance of heaven by ſome villainy 3 
if- in order to Increaſe your wealth; or when you are | 
10- ; rejoicing over your prey; ſumming up the accounts 

nk of your money, or ſurveying the extent of your 

wee eſtate, and ſaying in your hearts, ul take thine 

lo- | eaſe, eat drink and be merry, thou haſt goods laid up 

XU for many years ; the deſtined hour may be come; the 

fer commiſſioned angel of death may ſtrike the fatal 

Ar blow; and your connection with this world be 

can Jifolved at once: then the ſatisfactions that you 

YOUR expected from the increaſe of your wealth will 

rom be blaſted for ever, you will awaken from the de- 

rd H [Gon like one from 4 pleaſing dream, and find no- 

Y ON thing remaining of all your iniquitous acquiſitions, 

* but the remembrance of guilr, the reproaches of 

au | 
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a ſelf condemning conſcience; and the dreadful 
expectation of approaching puniſhment. 


In fact, theſe are the only fruits that a man can be 
ſure of reaping from oppreſlion, fraud and injul- 
tice ; he may promiſe himſelf gain and be diſappoin- 
ted; he may flatter himſelf that he ſhall eſcape diſ- 
covery, and yet be found out; he may hope to 
_ tranſmit a larger inheritance to his children and 
fail in his intention; he may promiſe himſelt a 
thouſand enjoyments from the ſucceſs of his ſchemes, 
one of which he may never find, but he may be 
ſure that happen what will, they ſhall produce guilt, 
and undoubtedly end in the reproaches of his own 
heart, and the reſtleſs apprehenſions of future ſut- 
ferings. Suppoſing the cheat and thief were ſure 
to eſcape with impunity from men, and to enjoy 
the fruits of their villainy, for the ordinary term 
that nature allows to the life of man, I mean 
threeſcore or fourſcore years, yet ſtill it would be 
great folly to loſe the fatisfattions of innocence, 
the pleaſing proſpect of future happineſs, while 
they are here, and the approbation of God and 
Joys of eternity when they remove, for enjoyments 
that muſt be ſo wholly and entirely parted with at 


the end of this ſhort exiſtence, But how much 


more unaccountable muſt the folly appear when 
we 
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we conſider that they are not ſure of poſſeſſing them 
for a year, a month, a day, no not for an hour; 
the loſs of them may ſo ſwiftly ſucceed the poſſeſ- 


ſion, that in the ſtricteſt ſenſe they may have no-, 


thing more than the ſeeing of them with their eyes; 
the puniſhment may ſo ſoon tollow the crime, that 
the joy occaſioned by ihe unrighteous acquiſition 
may be ſcarcely felt, when the pain of an eternal 
repentance may begin. Surely no man would bear 
the thoughts of that baſeneſs that is inherent in 
fraud and diſhoneſty ; ſtand the reproaches of his 
conſcience revolting againſt his practices; ſuffer the 
painful workings of that fear of diſcovery with 


which villainy is haunted; and above all, brave the 


threatnings and vengeance of a juſt God; if he were 
not deluded with the fond hopes of enjoying the 


fruits of his unrighteouſneſs for years, and deceived 


by the flattering expectation of much happineſs 
trom the poſleſſion of thoſe things, which he is la- 


bouring to acquire ; but did he attend to the many 


chances that are againſt him in both caſes, did he 


know the value of that peace of conſcience which 
he is ſure to loſe by the purchaſe, could he con- 
ceive how heavy a baſe action ſhall ly upon his 
ſpirits, when he comes to die, and with what a 


dreadful aſpect it will riſe up againſt him in judge- 


ment; he could not miſs to be convinced that his 
G2 fraud 
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fraud and diſhoneſty would at laſt fall heavieſt on 
himſelf. 


FURTHER, this event not only ſhews how 


precarious all the enjoyments of this world are, 


but alſo how inſignificant they prove, and what 
little help they can afford when we ſtand moſt in 
need of relief. The enſigns of royalty; the vi- 
gilance of guards; the {kill of phyſicians; or the 
power of gold cannot render kings immortal, as 
it is determined by the king of kings for all men 
once to die, no nor ſo much as procure them the pri- 
viledge not to be hurried out of the world in haſte, 
or exempt them from one diſeaſe of body, or 
one trouble of mind that common men are ſubject 
to. The prince in his palace is treated by death 
with no more tenderneſs and ceremony, than the 
peaſant in his hut, his time is as uncertain; his 
agonies as ſevere, his convulſions as ſtrong ; his 
groans as deep; and his features as much diſtorted 
as thoſe of his mcaneſt ſubje&s; while he lies ex- 
piring, he finds no more comfort from his high 
ſtation, and when he removes, he carries nothing 


more away with him than he that depended upon 
charity for his daily bread. 


Oo x late fovereign might have becn reckoned 


among 
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among the greateſt kings, whether you conſidered 
the amount of his revenue; the number of his ſub- 
jets; or the ſtrength of his forces by ſea and 
land; yet what relief or aſſiſtance could all cheſe 
afford him in the end? all the ſums in his treaſury 
could not purchaſe for him one hour's reprieve, none 
of his forces could fight for him in this warfare; 
none of his attendants could accompany him 
through the vale of the ſhadow of death, nor an 

of his ſubjects appear for him at the ſupreme tri— 
bunal. There is, there is a period before us all, 
in which nothing but God, and a well ſpent life 

can beſtow comfort. One virtuous action, one 
poor man relieved in his diſtreſs; one ſnatched 
from the iron teeth of oppreſſion ; was then of 
greater importance to him than all his extenſive 


reap more real advantage, think the time employed 
about them better ſpent ; and reflect upon them with 
more pleaſure, than all the power, wealth and 
honour, he enjoyed during his long and proſperous 
reign ; for when all things elſe have deſerted him, 
his good dceds will ſtick by him. 


AND this ſhould teach vs, that nothing upon 
earth is ſo much to be prized as virtue, becauſe no- 


thing can diſappoint us of the happy fruits of doing 


well; 
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well; if we haye riches they muſt be left behind; 
if we have power it mult be reſigned, if we have 
titles they muſt be transferred to our ſucceſſors, if 
we have friends they too muſt be parted with, if 


we have beauty it ſhall be loſt, when our co 


tenance is changed and we are ſent away ; but bleſſed 
gre the dead which die in the Lord, for they reſt from 
their labourr and their works follow them. Virtue 
and vice are the only things that we can acquire 
in this world, and carry along with us to that which 
is to come. But alas! men are thoughtleſs of theſe 
things in life, the practice of virtue is attended with 
ſome difficulty, it ſometimes requires the mortifica- 
tion of our paſſions and appetites, at others the ſa- 
crifice of ſome worldly intereſt, and always needs vigi- 
lance and application ; vice on the other hand has 
its charms, ſometimes it courts us with the promiſe 
of pleaſure, and ſometimes deceives us with the proſ- 
pect of gain; and thoughtleſs men unhappily prefer 
a preſent, tho' precarious enjoyment obtained with 
caſe, to a diſtant certain happineſs that muſt be 
earned by ſelf denial and induſtry. 


Bor when the approach of death diſcevers the 


wortkleſſneſs and fleeting nature of all the enjoy- 


ments that vice has to beſtow, they would then re- 
tract their choice, and wiſh in vain that God would 


reverſe 
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reverſe the order which he has eſtabliſhed in the uni- 
verſe, that miſery ſhould follow wickedneſs, and grant 
them to enjoy the rewards of virtue in another 
world, tho' they have devoted themſelves to the plcaſ- 
ures of vice in this; but if they will have its ſweets 
they muſt take its bitter dregs alſo ; if they decline the 
difficulties of virtue in life, they mult not expect 
its rewards in another world. In fine death is the 
faithful mirror, that ſets the worthleſſneſs and inſtabi- 
lity, of worldly things in a true light, it removes 


all prejudices ; reQifies all our miſtakes ; diſſolves 


the whole inchantment; and does in a few hours, 
what the experience of an age has not been able 
to effect, that is, impreſſes the heart with a ſerious 
and thorough conviction that all but piety towards 
God, and goodneſs towards men, is vanity and vexa- 
ton of ſpirit, 


IT muſt at laſt fare with us all in this reſpect, as 
it did with our late ſovereign, we ſhall come to a 
period, in which our houſes and lands, our money 
in our coffers, or bonds and charters. in our cheſts, 
can afford no aſliſtance, no comfort, no relief; when 
they can neither keep us in this world, nor be car- 
ried with us into another ; neither aſſwage the 
pains of the body, nor quiet the fears of the ſoul, 
and when we ſhall think ourſelves proſperous, or 


otherwile 
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otherwiſe, not according to the largeneſs, or narrow- 
neſs of our fortune, but according to the mans we 
have uſed in acquiring it, the uſes to which we applied 
it, and the temper of mind with which we poſſeſſed 
what we had, whether it has been little or much. 


Ir we have beſtowed the ſuperfluities of an abun- 
dant fortune for the encouragement of religion and 
virtue, and for the relief of the diſtreſſed, or borne 
the ills of narrow circumſtances with patience, and 
contentment ; if ve have been thankful to God for 
what he gave, and uſeful to our neighbours, accord- 
ing to our ability; tho' the enjoyments of the world 
deſert us we ſhall not be forſaken, but find comfort 
and happineſs more exquiſite than they could 
beſtow. But if the enjoyments of this world have 
been obtained by injuſtice ; employed in luxury, or 
the ſchemes of oppreſſion; and foſtered pride and 
inſolence in the heart; when the fatal moment 
comes in which they ſhall be withdrawn, we ſhall 
find ourſelves poor and comfortlels indeed. 


W t may further learn from this event the folly 
and untreaſonableneſs of pride, in a world where 
all the advantages of birth, fortune, and office, come 
fo foon and ſo entixcly to an end! A few days ago 
our late ſovereign was the ſource from which all 

honours 
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honours and preferment flowed; was approached 
with reverence, and ferved with all the marks of 
reſpect; he had every thing that ordinarliy elevates 
the hearts of men, deſcended from a long, race of 
illuſtrious princes, poſſeſt of powerful kingdoms, 
triumphing over his. enemies, and numbered a- 
mong the gods upon earth ; yet he has died, and 
muſt go to the grave, and be food for worms, 
like a common man: his corps indeed may lie in 
ſtate, his burial may be magnificent, and his ſubje&s 
may pay all thoſe honours to his memory, that his 
rank demands, and his happy adminiſtration deſer- 
ved; but he is inſenſible to all theſe honours, and 
the beggar that has been huddled into his grave 
in private, without a ſhrowd or coffin, ſhall lie 
as ſoft, and ſleep as found, under a green ſod, 
and if he has been as pions and virtuous ſhall 
riſe as great and happy as he: death brings men 
back to their original equality, and deſtroys all 
the little diſtinctions that the pride of men, or ne- 
ceſſities of ſociety have introduced; a ſick bed 
is as weariſome to, a ſovereign as it is to his 
| ſubjeRs ; his countenance is as much changed by 
death; corruption appears as early on his corps, 
the worm feeds on his fleſh with as little ceremony, 
and his duſt is as much confounded with the com- 
mon earth, as that of the meaneſt of mankind, 

1 | THE 
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' THE truth is, we are ſo much upon an equality 
when we firſt appear in the world, and when 


we remove out of it; we come here in ſuch a help- | 


leſs ſtate, we depart with ſo many humbling cir- 
cumſtances, and the time that intervenes is ſo ſhort 
and precarious, and even to the moſt proſperous, 
ſo full of vanity and vexation; that the mind muſt 
be equally little and inconſiderate, that is puffed 
up with any advantages that we enjoy in this world, 
the faſhion of which paſſeth away; what ever dif- 
ferences may be at preſent of fortune, rank or 


office, threeſcore, or fourſcore years, which paſs 


away like a ſhadow, ſhall bring us all again to a 
level: the beggar that you ſerve at your door, may 
be laid down at your fide, his aſhes may mix in 
the ſame clod with yours, and your bones be ſcat- 
tered with his about the pit ; and when that power- 
ful voice, that ſpoke the world into exiſtence, ſhall 
ſay, come again ye children of men; ariſe ye dead and 


come to judgement ; his poverty ſhall be no bar to his 


acceptance with God, nor your rank or fortune any 

recommendation, when the ſecrets of hearts ſhall be 
diſcloſed; for God is no reſpecter of perſons, but 

in every ſtation they who fear him and work right- 
eouſneſs are accepted with him. 
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IN a word, what we are in life, is of ſo ſhort 
duration, and what each may be in another exiſtence - 
is ſo uncertain, that the enjoyments of this world, 
ſhould not encourage pride in thoſe who have, 
nor raiſe envy and diſcontent in thoſe who want 
them ; the firſt ſhould be humble becauſe all the. 
ſuperior advantages they enjoy, ſhall ſoon come to 
an end; and the laſt patient, becauſe a deliverance 
from all the ills they ſuffer now, is at hand, 


FRoM the event before us, we may likewiſe learn 
the neceſlity of living always as we would wiſh to 
die; the morning that proved the laſt to our late 
ſovereign, gave no warning that it carried ſuch an 
awful commiſſion, he had no whiſpers from with- 
out, no forcboding within, of his approaching fate; 
his fleets ſcoured the ſeas; his armed guards ſtood 
round his palace gates; and every danger was ſeem- 
ingly at a diſtance; yet an inviſible enemy was near, 
ſoon found acceſs, and ſuddenly ſtruck the fatal 
blow; vain was the vigilance of his guards, the 
valour of his troops, and the ſkill of his phyſicians, 
and vain the wiſhes of a numerous people; the 
ſummonds came from him, whom kings muſt obey, 
and manifeſted the truth of the Plalmiſt's obſer- 
vation, 10 king is ſaved by the multitude of an 
5ſt. And if thoſe gods upon carth are not ſo- 
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cure againſt an haſty ſummonds, what have meaner 
men to depend upon, that they live in a thought- 
leſs ſecurity; continue from day to day in their 
vicious courſes; and ſeem to baniſh from their 
breaſts all ſenſe of mortality, all thoughts of judge- 
ment, and all preparation for another world. 


THE uncertainty in which we live with reſpect 
to death, is wiſely deſigned by God, to keep us u- 
pon our guard againſt the allurements of vice, and 
render us diligent in the practice of virtue; for did 
we know when, where, and how, we were to die, 
we would fin with more ſecurity, be more deaf to 
all the exhortations of religion, and more diſpoſed 


(if poſſible) to poſtpone all preparation for our q 


change ; the robber for inſtance would attack with 
more courage, the thief would fteal with more con- 


fidence; the drunkard would be delivered from 


the fear that nature may ſink under his debauchery ; 
and all the vicious and profligate part of mankind 
would be ſtill more hardened in villainy. 


BuT Godby a conduct wile and merciful keepy 
us in ſuſpence, that the uncertainty of life may be 
a check upon the vicious inclinations, an encourage 
ment to patience, and a powerful motive to induce 
us to begin early, and perſiſt aſſiduouſly, in work- 


ing 
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ing out our ſalvation, and preparing for another 
ſtate: and leſt the ſenſe of this uncertainty ſhould 


\ wear off our minds, he from time to time gives us 


examples of it, and having none more ſtriking to ſet 
before us, he has now given us an example in the 


| haſty removal of a mighty king. 


WHEN a private man is hurried out of the world, 
and ſent at once to the ſupreme tribunal, the man- 
ner of his departure is little heeded, the knowledge 
of his fate extends but to a few, and the example 
is ſoon forgotten; but the ſtation of kings is e- 
minent, and men are inquiſitive about every cir- 
eumſtance of their lives and deaths; by theſe means 


the accident is more flriking, the example is more 


regarded, the report runs through half the world, 
and hiſtory eranſmits the warning to lateſt poſ- 
terity ; in this manner God has been pleaſed in cur 
days to convey inſtruction, and by a ſtriking ex- 
ample, to put us in mind of the uncertainty of life; 


it remains then that we make the proper improve- 


ment, But alas! we generally diſappoint the gracious 
deſigns of providence in this way, partly by ſecret- 
ly ſuppoling, without reaſon, that we ſhall be 
dealt with more favourably, and partly by a ſhame- 
ful want of attention to the meſſage, that ſuch diF- 
penſations of providence deliver to the ſons of men; 
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we hear them with wonder, we tell them as news, 
we perhaps think of them at firſt with a ſhort e- 
motion of mind, but we ſeldom ſeriouſly liſten to 
the kindly advice they give, be ye always ready for 
ye know not in what haur the ſon of man cometh. 


Bor as this example ſpeaks louder than the 
haſty removal of private men, ſo it may ſerve to 
convince us that nothing can ſecure us from ſud- 
den death; the only way to prevent a ſurprize from 
the inſiduous and irreſiſtible enemy, is never to do 
any thing, in the doing of which we ſhould be a- 
fraid to die; frequently to aſk our conſcience how 
would it fare with me, if I were immediately to 
remove with the deſigns I am forming ; with the 
deſires I am encouraging; with the preſent temper 
of my heart and tenor of my conduct; and before 
we engage in any thing of conſequence, to examine 
the nature of the affair itſelf, the means we pro- 
poſe to uſe, and the end that we have in view; and 
that as ſeriouſly as if it were, what indeed it may 
chance to prove, the laſt tranſaction of life, and the 
very buſineſs that ſhall uſher in eternity. 


WI may learn too from this event, how dan- 
gerous it is to poſtpone reſtitution and repentance 
to a death bed, I hope that our late ſovereign 
might 
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| might have ſaid with Samuel, who/e ox have I taken, 
vr whoſe aſs have I taken, whom have I defrauded, 
or whom have J oppreſſed? but had things been o- 
| therwiſe, what could he have done, when death ap- 
proached, to appeaſe the wrath of God, and attone 
for his guilt? could he have made reſtitution to thoſe 
he had wronged? could he have done juſtice to 
| thoſe he had oppreſled, or pleaded for his pardon 
with many prayers and tears? alas! hardly had he 
time to ſay ſo much as, Father, into thy hands I 


| commend my ſpirit, Such perhaps may be our own 


fate, and what we leave to the latter hours of life, 
may be left undone forever; in truth there are 
| ſo many chances againſt a man, that poſtpones reſ- 
| titution and repentance to a death bed, that with- 
out any want of charity we may conclude, that it 
is only a ſhift to lull his conſcience aſleep, and to 
make his mind a little eaſier for the preſent; and, 
without the ſpirit of prophecy, we may foretell, 
that he will perſevere to the end in his iniquity, 
{ and die in his fins; or at beſt only huddle up the 
concerns of his ſoul in haſte, with a very imperfect 

repentance and a very ſuperficial reſtitution, 


- FiNnNALLy, ve may learn from this event to fear 
e God, and place our chief and greateſt truſt and 
5 conlidence 1a the king immortal; never to have 


ht I | | | ſuch 
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fach dependance upon the arm of fleſh, as to forget] 


him who doth according to his will among t'e armies 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of" the earth; 
never to have fo much dread of the wrath of man, 
as for fear of their diſpleaſure and reſentment to] 
© diſobey the laws of that God, by whom kings] 
reign ; for this event preaches to us with a peculiar Þ 
emphaſis upon the texts, put not your truſt in princes Þ 
wor in any child of man, for there is no help in them; 
and fear not man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for 
herein is he to be accounted of? let your fear and 
truſt be directed to that king who never dies, whoſe Þ 
power is irreſiſtible, wiſdom unſearchable, and 
goodneſs unlimited; whoſe authority extends be- 
yond the grave, and who can deflrgy both bog | 


and foul in hell; T jay fear him. 
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To conclude, theſe I have mentioned are a fey 

| of the leſſons that the death of our late ſovereign 

reads in Reaſon's ear, which if we attentively hear, 

| and diligently improve, we ſhall reap more valu- 

able advantages by his death, than ever we en-! 

joyed by his life, tho it was under God, the mean 

of beſtowing upon us, and continuing with us for 

a long time, many great and deſirable bleſſings. 

May God of his great mercy ſend theſe leflons 

home to our hearts with efficacy, and grant to him 
who 


„ 
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who has ſucceeded to the throne, the ſpirit of 
| wiſdom, juſtice, and piety ; may he ſanctify his heart, 
direct his councils for the welfare of his people, 
and proſper his arms in defence of their juſt rights; 
may religion and liberty flouriſh in his days; may 
| his dominions be blefſed with plenty and peace 
during his adminiſtration ; may he be the happy in- 
ſtrument of quietipg the troubles of Europe, and 
procuring to his ſubjects an honourable and laſting 
| peace; may his reign be as glorious to himſelf, 
as happy and proiperous to his people as that 
| of his royal grandfather; may his death be as 
| univerſally and juſtly _ regretted, and when he 
has finiſhed his courſe upon earth, and been long a 
bleſſing to the world, may he be received by his 
judge, with well done good and faithful ſervant, 
and rewarded with an eternal weight of glory: grant 
| theſe things, O moſt gracious God! for Chriſt's ſake 


Amen. 
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The favourable Diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence with reſpect to the Acceſſion of 
his preſent Majeſty. 1 

— 

S E R M ON 


Preached on the 25th. October, 176 . 


II. CR IRON. II. 12. 


Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who hath made heaven | 
and earth, who hath given unto David the King a wiſe fo 


endued with prudence and underſtanding. 


HE time in which the ſupreme direction 
of a ſtate devolves to a new ſovereign, is al- Þ 
ways intereſting and critical ; enemies are attentive, Þ 
allies are in ſuſpence; ſubjects are heſitating between 
hope and fear; and all men are in eager expectati- 
on to ſee what effects the change will produce; and F 


when a people have been bleſſed with a good ſove- 
rcign, when they are happy in the enjoyment ot 


their l 
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their religious and civil rights ; when their arms 
are ſucceſsful, and their trade flouriſhing ; in fine, 
when there is no decay, no leading into captivity, 
and no complaining in their ſtreets, the change is 
particularly intereſting ; becauſe a people in that 
condition have very valuable bleſſings to loſe, and 
very little more that they can deſire; becauſe in 


ſuch a changethere is always ſome hazard, and cer- 


F rainty is more or leſs exchanged for hope. 


AND therefore, when the change is attended 
| with no bad conſequences, when the helm of ſtate 
quietly fhifts from one ſteady and ſkilful hand to 
another; when the new ſovereign eſpouſes thoſe 
maxis, difcovers that temper, and poſleſles 
thoſe talents, that promiſe to continue, eſtabliſh, and 


improve, the liberty, peace, and happineſs of his 


people, they have the greateſt reaſon to bleſs and 
adore the ſupreme diſpoſer of all events, who has 
preſerved their peace, FE provided for their wel- 
tare in ſuch a critical period; and to love and reve- 
rence that prince, who affords them the proſpett of 
the continuance of their happineſs. 


Sven were the juſt ſentiments of Hiran in the 
caſe before us, he had ſeen the Jews deprived of a 


ſovereign, under whoſe adminiſtration they had 


1 2 riſen 
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riſen to an height of wealth, influence, and glory, 
unknown to former ages; a ſovereign, with whom 
he had lived in the ſtricteſt friendſhip, with whoſe 
kingdom he had many connections, and was inter- 
eſted in every change that happened there; for his 
peace as a neighbour, for his ſecurity as an ally, and 
for the commerce of his ſubjects. In this ſituation it 
was natural for him, when ſuch a change happened, 
to be attentive to the conduct, and anxious to know 
the abilities, inclinations, and views of the ſucceed- 
ing ſovereign, and to be in ſuſpence till ſome diſ- 
covery could be made of what he had to hope or 
fear from the change. 


Bou r when a ſolemn embaſly arrived to renew 
the former alliance, when he found the new ſove- 
reign manifeſting an attention to the intereſt and 
happineſs of his people, breathing pacifick and 
moderate ſentiments with reſpect to his neighbours, 
and, above all, impreſt with the fear of God, and 
a zeal for his worſhip and honour, he conſidered 

theſe things as proofs of his prudence and under- 
ſtanding, and as happy preſages of his future reign ; 
and he did what every people ſhould do in ſuch 
circumſtances, I mean, he gratefully acknowledged 
the hand of providence, and reverently adored the 

goodaels 
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goodneſs of God. His example I thought deſerved 
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our imitation, and his words I bellevet might very 
nearly expreſs the ſentiments of our hearts upon 

this day, that laſt year deprived us of a ſovereign, 
under whoſe auſpicious government we enjoyed 
many valuable bleſſings, and lived peaceably and hap- 
pily for a great number of years; a day now mark- 
ed with the happy acceſſion of our preſent gracious 
fovereign to the throne, and the beginning of a reign 


which we have becn praying God may be long glo- 
rious and happy. 


TH a r ſuſpence and hazard which neceſſarily at- 
tend all ſuch changes, are now I hope in God hap- 
pily over, the crown has ſettled on our ſovereign's 
head in tranquillity, his ſubjects have profeſſed their 
allegiance with unanimity, ſincerity and affection; 
and if we can truſt the teſtimony of a free people, 
who ſeldom flatter their princes, if we can judge 
from the early diſpoſitions of his youth, if we 
can build any hopes upon a religious and virtuous 
education, if we can realon of the manner in 
which he deſigns to govern, from his free,gracious, 


'and repeated declarations, if we may conjecture 


of his future conduct by the ſpecimen he has hi- 
therto exhibited, we muſt conclude that we have 
reaſon to eſpouſe the ſentiments of Hiram, and ſay, 


Bleſſed = 
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Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, who bath mad; 


heaven and earth, who hath given to our late ſove- Þ 


reign a wiſe ſucceſſor, endued with prudence and] 
underſtanding. 


INDEED, God only knows what is in the womb Þ 
of time, and as an heathen poet juſtly obſerves, tha Þ 
no man ought to be called happy before death has 
removed him out of the way of misfortunes, ſo it is 
not in the beginning, but at the end of a reign, that a 
people can ſay with affurance, they have been bleſſed 
with a prince of prudence and underſtanding ; in the 
mean time however, it is our duty and wiſdom to hope] 
for the beſt, and while we believe and feel that God 
has given us a prudent, and virtuous ſovereign, to be 
grateful and thankful for the bleſſing, to pray fa 
its continuance, and to endeavour to deſerve it, 


my apy — 292 — „ Vw }82}Vp os —_— .: a  . aw 


TrrxrEFORE, in further diſcourſing upon] 
theſe words, I ſhall firſt endeavour to confirm your 
gratitude to the ſupreme being, by pointing out 
ſome inſtances of his goodneſs in this diſpenſation, 
2dly. I ſhall mention ſome of the duties incum-F 

bent upon us, in order to render the goodneſs off 

God effeftual for our peace and happineſs; and] J. 
then conclude with my earneſt prayers to God, tha n. 
our greateſt hopes of our new ſovereign may be ſut-Þ l 
paſſed by his happy adminiſtration, and his highel t. 
Ing expectation 
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expectations of his ſubjects, exceeded by our rn 
fulneſs, love, and obedience. 


WIr I reſ, pect to the firſt, we may juſtly conſider 


it as an inſtance of the kindneſs of providence, 
chat in this critical conjuncture, there was no con- 
| troverted right of ſucceſſion; nor any diſputed, 
| doubtful titles to the throne, to occaſion civil com- 
| motions. Of all the plagues that befal a nation, 
| this is one of the worſt, famine is ſevere, peſtilence 
is dreadful, but in theſe, tho' men die, they die in 


peace ; the father expires without the guilt of the ſor, 


and the fon, if he ſurvives, enjoys the inheritance of 
| his father; cities may be thinned, but they are neither 


plundered nor burnt; temples may be unfrequented 


for a while, but ſtill they remain for happier times; 
families may be in ſorrow, but then they weep in 


peace ; no ruffian hardened in murder and robbery, 


with fury in his eyes, oaths in his mouth, and the 


ſword in his hand, breaks ! in upon them in the ſi⸗ 


lent midnight hour. 


BuT when a controverted ſucceſſion has king: 
led up the rage of civil war, there is thenceforth 


no ſecurity, of property, nor any protection from the 
laws; life and fortune become precarious, and all 
that is dear to men is at the diſcretion of profligate 


ſoldiers, 
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«s ſoldiers, upon fach occaſions doubly licentious; the Un 
cities are exhauſted by heavy contributions, or ſack- Þ 
ed, becauſe they cannot anſwer the exorbitant de- Ib 
mands; the countries are eaten up by the party If 
they favour, and ravaged by the one they oppoſe; Þþ t 
fathers and ſons, brethren and friends, ſheath their f 
ſwords in one anothers bowels in the field, and |: 
their wives and daughters are expoſed to the rude- It 
neſs and luſt of ruffians at home. In a word, while 1 
the conteſt continues between the parties, there is Un 
nothing but violence, bloodſhed, and deſolation, and Ne 
when the ſword (after ſeas of blood have been þ 

ſhed) has decided the quarrel, the ſcene is clofed v 

e 
| 
c 


with baniſhments, forfeitures, and barbarous exc- 
cutions, that entail diſtreſs upon children then un- 
born. ; 


Svc contentions are dangerous to any form 
of government, but doubly ſo to a conſtitution like t 
ours, as delicate as it is excellent; too tender not to « 
be hurt in ſuch ſtruggles, and too complicate in its v 
frame, to ſupport for any length of time the rough Ip 
juſtlings of civil wars: a diſputed ſucceſſion, and It 
corruption, ſeem to be the plagues that it has moſt In 
to dread ; the laſt may wear it away in a flow con- It 
ſumption ; but the firlt, if ever it ſhould happen, and Iv 

the partics be powerful and keen, may prove 2 

mortal 


ks 
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mortal fever, and bring it to a ſpeedy and final diſ- 
ſolution ; a controverted ſucceſſion muſt at all times 
be dangerous, but at preſent it might have been. 
fatal, becauſe our enemies would have inflamed 
the contention by their emiſſaries, ſupported the 
factions, by their arms or their money, and pro- 
longed the diſpute by artfully ballancing the par- 


ties; how ready they are upon all occaſions to act 


ſuch a part; and with what dexterity they can 
manage it, we have more than once found to our 
coſt. And controled as they are in their am- 


bitious ſchemes, fretted with loſſes, and perplexed 


with diſappointments, they would have cagerly 
enbraced the opportunity, and exerted their whole 
ſtrength and policy, to have maintained and in- 
creaſed the confuſion. 


WII LE we had been deſtroying one another, 
they would have been repairing their lofles, ruining 
our trade, and diſtreſſing our colonies ; in fine,if you 
would know the value of this bleſſing, peruſe that 
part of our hiſtory that narrates the contention be- 
tween the houſes of York and Lancaſter ; or to come 
nearer home, reflect upon the fatal conſequences of 
the controverted claims of Bruce and Baliol, and you 
will gratefully adore the kindneſs of that providence 
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which ordered things otherwiſe in your days, and 


preſerved us from ſuch a dreadful calamity. 


Bo r, ſuppoſing there had been no diſputed 
ſucceſſion to occaſion a civil war, as thank God 
there was not, yet had he permitted us to fall un- 
der a tedious minority, the conſequences might have 
been fatal; Solomon's maxim, ws unto thee O land 
when thy king is a child, has been commonly found 
juſt from fatal experience, and all the proviſions 
that the wit and foreſight of man have hitherto 
contrived, have generally proved ineffectual to pre- 
vent oppreſſion, miſmanagement, and diſorder in 
ſuch circumſtances ; for envy, ambition, and avarice, 
have then more room to exert their force ; every 
one contrives how to ſerve his own intereſt, and 
to ravage ſomething from the fatherleſs ſtate ; and 
as they neceſlarily croſs one another in their defigns, 
and juſtle in their projects, thence ariſe animoſities, 
wrangling, factions, and all thoſe evils that embroil 
a nation and weaken a ſtate, The great ſtruggle 
for power, honour, and wealth ; and the poor be- 
come a prey to avarice, inſolence and oppreſſion; 
and while ſome are ſtudying to ſupplant their neigh- 
bours, and others ſtriving to keep their ſtations ; one 
villain winks at the oppreſſions of another, the 


pcople are flecced, the publick buſineſs is neglec- 


ted, 


C 


4 
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ted, and the ſame confuſion and diſorder prevail 
in a kingdom, that ſoon appear in a family when 
the maſter is abſent, or incapable to give directions. 


In fine, it is a misfortune that cannot always be 
avoided, but is always to be deprecated; becauſe 
at all times it is dangerous, and in our ſituation it 
muſt have been doubly fo, engaged as we are in 
aneceſlary, important, and burdenſome war, invol- 
ved in expenſive alliances, publick credit, naturally 
a tender thing, much ſtretched, and all Europe in 
expectation of the event of a ſtruggle, that muſt 
determine whether we or our rivals in trade, and 


influence, ſhall gain a ſuperiority. If you read 


the tranſactions of almoſt any minority, that 
our own, or foreign hiſtory records, and conſider 
the preſent critical ſituation of Europe, you will 
be convinced that you have reaſon to bleſs and 
adore the divine providence, who has delivered 
you from ſuch a misfortune upon this occaſion, 


Bo r, ſuppoſing the ſupreme authority had de- 
volved, as it did by the kind providence of heaven, 
to one arrived to maturity, if his ſubjects had had 
no confidence in his underſtanding ; no opinion of 
the integrity of his heart ; nor any favourable proſ- 
pect of his future reign : if they had been ſuſpicious 

. 


of 
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of the maxims he imbibed in his youth; if. they had 
ſeen him attached to rapacious favourites ; it they 
had found him giving that time and attention to 
pleaſures, that he owes to the intereſts of his coun- 
try, and the happineſs of his people ; # they had 
ſoſpected him of arbitrary deſigns ; and taken the 
alarm for their religion or liberty, had all or any 
of theſe been the caſe, what muſt the conſequences 
have been in ſuch a critical conjuncture ? 


Dis coNTENx and oppoſition would have diſ- 
tracted our councils, ſuſpicion and diffidence would 
have ſunk the publick credit, our enemies would 
have grown inſolent and proſperous, our friend; 
difident and lukewarm, our people divided and 
deſponding, and in ſpite of the ſucceſs with which 
it has pleaſed God to bleſs our arms, we ſhould 
have been deprived of the fruits of all the blood 
we have ſhed, and all the treaſure we have ſpent, 
and at laſt cloſed an expenſive war by a barren 
precarious, and diſhonourable peace. But as than 
God there has not been ſo much as a diſtant hint 
nor the ſmalleſt ſuggeſtion of any of theſe thing 


in him who ſucceeded to the ſupreme authority 


no bad effects have followed from the change; ou 
enemies have reaped no advantage, and we hav 
perceived no alteration of our affairs to the work 


alli 
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and we may hope through the aſſiſtance of God, 
to put an end to bloodſhed and violence, by an 
honourabale and laſting peace, and to {it down 
each man under his vine, happy in the enjoyment 
of precions liberty, ſecure in his perſon and pro- 
perty, and ſerving God in quiet, according tO 
his beſt judgement, under the protection of a wile, 
equitable, and religions lovereign. 


IN truth, we not only needed in our preſent 
circumſtances, a prince that would protect us from 
our enemies abroad, and preſerve vs in peace and 
tranquillity at home, by his power and policy ; but 
alſo one who would influence our opinions, and 
reform our manners by his example, for tho' I 
hope in God we are not yet ſo bad, as ſome have 
repreſented us, yet I ſuſpect the complaint is too 
juſt, that religion, that bond of ſociety, that guide 
of life, and guardian of virtue, has not in general 
that hold of our hearts, that influence upon the 
deliberations of our minds, and the conduct of our 

lives, that its importance, truth, and excellence de- 
ſerve; and therefore we needed a prince to inſpire 
us with ſeriouſneſs and attention by his example, 
and to diſgrace by his own conduct, that libertiniſm 
in principle and practice, that was growing too much 
in faſhion. 


Ar 
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AT leaſt, one of an oppoſite character, one who 
would have toſtered infidelity in religious principles, 
or licentiouſneſs im moral practice by his example, 
muſt have proved in our preſent ſituation, a dread- 
ful misfortune: from the poliſhed courtier to 
the illiterate peaſant, all men mimic their ſuperiours, 
and imitate the virtues and vices of the great, and 
when inſidelity and vice pour down upon a nation 
from the higher ranks of life, the powerful ſtream 


ſweeps all before it, the bitter waters ſpread, and 


the giddy people fuck in the poiſon with greedi- 
neſs ; there is hardly any thing fo unreaſonable 
and impious that faſhion will not intreduce, ſup- 
port, and ſeem to juſtify, and as the king is the 
model of the court, and the court an example to 
the nation, it ſeldom fails that a good or bad king 
gives a deep tincture to the manners of his people. 


THis is very evident to any one who reads either 
profane or ſacred hiſtory with attention; under the 
religious David the Jews worſhipped the true God; 
under the impious Feroboam they adored the calves 
in Bethel; under the good Joſiah, the courts of the 
Lord werecrowded with devout worſhipers ; under 


4 


the profligate Manaſſeh, idolatry and vice ſpread 


like an infection: the truth is, numbers follow the 


prevailing faſhion without thought, and ſwallow 
down 
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| down what they imbibe from their ſuperiors againſt 
intcreſt, conviction, and common ſenle ; many have 
their thoughts ſo much diſſipated, and their heads 
ſo giddy, that they are incapable of thinking or 
| judging of what is right, but are carried along with 
the current of the times, perfectly indifferent whe- 
ther it bears them to what is good, or what is bad; 
and there are many others, whoſe conſciences and 
conduct are directed by their intereſt or ambition. 
to whom vice or virtue, religion or impiety come 
alike, if they can promote their deſigns and recom- 
mend them to the favour of thoſe who have it in 
their power to gratify their wiſhes ; and therefore a 
prince who ſets before his people a good example, 
is a very valuable bleſſing; for his example will 
bring religion and virtue into faſhion, it will encou- 
rage the good, fix the wavering, diſgrace the pro- 
fligate, and overawe the licentious; and tho' it can- 
not be expected, to bring all to real ſeriouſneſs, and 
| fincere goodneſs, yet it will do much to keep all 
within the bounds of decency and order, and to ba- 
niſh that unnatural pride, and ſhameleſs confidence, 
with which hardened profligates would otherwiſe 
| boaſt of their wickedneſs, and glory in their ſhame. 


Now, ſince God by his gracious providence has 
preſerved us from all the inconveniencies, hazards, 
and 
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and ills to which a change of ſovereigns is naturally 
expoſed, and given us the proſpect of the conti- 
nuance of our profperity, and the increaſe of our 
happineſs, it remains that we have a grateful ſenſe 
of his goodneſs, and that we endeavour to co-operate 
with the diſpenſations of providence, and gracious 
diſpoſitions of our ſovereign to promote our feli- 
licity. 


THE firſt duty then that is incumbent upon us, 
and indeed the moſt important of them all, is reli- 
giouſly to obſerve the direction given by Samuel 
to the Jews in a like caſe, if ye will fear the Lord 
and ſerve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel againſt 
the commandment of the Lord, then ſhall both ye and 
alſo the king that reigneth over you,continne following 
the Lord your God. Only fear the Lord and ſerve 
him with all your heart, for conſider how great things 
he has done for you, but if ye ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall 
be conſumed bath ye and your king. This advice will 
be applicable to every nation to the end of the 
world, for righteouſneſs exalteth a nation but ſin 
is the ruin of any people. The wiſeſt prince will 
not prevent the ruin of a wicked people, his vigi- 
lance, prayers, and virtues, may for a while ſuſpend 
vengeance and wardoff their ruin, but it will come 
at length, and come with more weight; all that He- 
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zckiah could obtain for the profligate Jews, was 
only that there ſlould be peace and truth in his time; 
all that Joſiah could do to divert the impending ruin 
by his unwearied endeavours to reclaim his people, 
and his earneſt prayers for their proſperity, was only 
that he himſelf ſhould he gathered to his fathers be- 


fore the evil came upon them; nay, all that even Moſes, 


that diſtinguiſhed favourite of heaven, could obtain 
for a rebellious people, was only that wrath ſhould 
not conſume them as in a moment, bur ſtill they were 
doomed to fall in the wilderneſs. 


A 600D and prudent ſovereign, with the aſſiſ- 
tance of God, may for us reſiſt the power, counter- 
mine the policy, and defeat the bad deſigns of mor- 
tal kings like himſelf, but if we provoke the im- 
mortal king of heaven, we muſt either make peace 
for ourfelves by ſincere repentance, or periſh in our 
obſtinacy ; indeed the greateſt injury you can do 
to yourſelves, the worſt treachery you can be guilty 
of to your country, the greateſt difloyalty you can 
ſhow to your ſovereign, is to lead profligate and vi- 
cious lives; becauſe by theſe you contribute all that 
you can, to bring upon yourſelves and them, an e- 
hemy, whoſe power none can reſiſt, who can inſatuate 


the wiſeſt heads, intimidate the braveſt hearts, render 


the beſt laid ſchemes abortive, and diſtreſs a nation 
J. . at 
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at once with famine, ſlavery, peſtilence, and the 
ſword: therefore, if you would wiſh proſperity to 
your country, an happy reign to your ſovereign, 
peaceful days to yourſelves while you are here, and 
eternal happineſs when you go hence, ſtrive 1 
keep conſciences void of offence, both toward God, and 
toward man; eſchew evil and do good, ſeek peace and 
enſue it. 


NEXT to this, avoid levity and fickleneſs, that, 
I ſuſpe&t, are the foibles of our tempers, and 
the reigning vices in theſe kingdoms ; let not every 
misfortune, nor every miſmanagement whether rea 
or imaginary, cool your affection, or ſhake your loy- 
alty to your ſovereign ; kings are but men, and it is 
natural for men to err; the beſt of them cannot do 
all the good they would wiſh to do, nor the wiſeſt 
of them always avoid being mifled; they cannot 


ſee every thing with their own eyes, nor execute 


every thing with their own hands; they are gene- 
rally ſurrounded with ſelfiſh and deſigning men, who 
induſtriouſly keep truth from their ears, yet they 
muſt act upon the information of others, and truſt 
the execution of their deſigns to men, who often 
want capacity, and ſometimes inclination, to dil 
charge the truſt repoſed in them with fidelity and 


diligence ; ſo that they are often more to be piticd 


than 
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than blamed when they do amiſs, and when 
fortune croſſes their enterprizes, they are often 
cenſured for what deſerved applauſe ; and the truth 
is, the ſubject errs as often in his judgement, as the 


ſovereign does in his management. 


How ſeldom is it, even in our own narrow 
families, that we can get every thing juſt as we 
would have it, how rarely do our little regulations 
there, give univerſal content, and how often are we 
forced to put up with things that we do not entirely 
approve of, becauſe we cannot alter them, with- 
out plunging ourſelves into greater ills than thoſe 
we would avoid? if this be the caſe in our narrow 
ſpheres, what allowances ſhould we make for men 
who manage ſuch a difficult province, are ſurround- 
ed with ſo many temptations, overwhelmed with 
ſuch a multitude of cares, and bewildered, as it 
were, in the intricacy of ſo much buſineſs? 


NEITHER ſhould we be cooled in our affec- 
tion to our ſovereign, by thoſe forbidding pictures 
that diſappointed ambition, fretting diſcontent, or 
aſſuming petulancy may from time to time draw 
of the ſtate of things; there are men of ſuch 
diſſatisfied tempers, that place them in heaven they 
would find ſomething to blame, there are others 
L 2 206 
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of ſuch reſtleſs diſpofitions, that they are always 
diſſatisfied with the preſent {tate of things, be it 
what it will, and there are many who have ſo much 
ſelf ſufficiency, that to them every thing ſeems 
wrong, but what they do themſelves, and of con- 
ſequence they will be eternally reforming the 
church or the ſta te. | 


THERE is indeed no adminiſtration perfect, but 
that which is directed by omniſcient wiſdom, and 
exccuted by almighty power; where men arc 
employed, there will be always many things to 
blame, it is much caſter to diſcover errors, than 
to avoid them, and to draw plauſible ſchemes of 
government than to carry them into practice; and 
as rulers are unable to gratify the expectations of 
all, diſappointment breeds diſcontent, diſcontent 
vents itſelf in partial repreſentations of things; and 
envy, ambition, and avarice, often difguiſe them- 
ſelves under the maſk of zeal for the good of the 


publick, and the reformation of real or imaginary 
grievances. 


IT was thus that Abſalom prepared the minds 


of the Jews for his impious rebellion, for whe 
any man that had a controverſy, came to the kin 


for judgement, ſee (ſaid he) thy matters are gi" 
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and right, but there is us man deputed of the king 18 
hear thee: O that I were made a judge in the land, | 

\ | that any man who hath any ſuit or cauſe might come | 

s| wunto me, and I would do him juſtice; faction in the 

- Þ fate, and ſchiſm in the church, have always uſed 

e | much the ſame language, and always met with ” 
fools diſpoſed to belicve them ; I mean, they have 
found many faults, promited many improvements, 

tf and always made things worſe than they found 

d them. To conclude, ftudy to be quict, and to do 

re your own buſineſs; fear God, honour the king, 

to meddle not with thoſe that are given to change. 


of May the almighty God, by whom kings rein, 
df and princes decree judgement, inſpire the heart of 
off our ſovereign with wiſdom, piety and juſtice, may 
nt he direct his councils, proſper his arms, bleſs his 
nd realms with plenty, and make him the happy inſtru- | 
m. ment of procuring to his people, and the reſt of 
hell Europe, an happy and taſting peace: may his reign 
ary be long, happy to himſelf, and proſperous to his 
kingdoms, and when it comes to an end, may his 
death be regretted by his people, and his ſoul re- 
nd; ceived by his God, with well done, good and fuithfal 
hen ſervant, grant this almighty God, for Jeſus Chiilt's 
en lake. Amen. 
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Preached upon the return of plenty, after 
ſeveral years of dearth. 


CoL os. III, 22 


Servants obey in all things your maſters according to 
the fleſh, not wwith eye ſervice, as men pleaſers, but in ſingle- 


neſs of heart, fearing God. 

S the Chriſtian religion is deſigned for the im- 
A provement and happineſs of mankiad in ge- 
neral, ſo it extends its precepts to all ranks and con- 
ditions of life; and without reſpe& of perſons, 
teaches all men every where, to deny all ungodlineſs 
and worldly Iuſts, and tu live ſoberly and righteouſly in 
this preſent world, There is no condition ſo high 


ay 
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as to be exempred from obedience to its laws, nor 
any ſtation ſo low, that it is forgotten in the plan 
of its inſtructions, or left undirected how to act 
that the approbation of God may be happily 055 
tained; the peace and happineſs of ſociety uniform- 
ly promoted: and inſomuch, that did men as gener-= 
ally obey the precepts of religion, as they profeſs 
to believe its articles; the world would be, b 
much, a more comfortable habitation, the tow : 
deſigned for us here, might be paſſed with inſinitel 
more peace and ſatis faction, and when we came o 
bid farewell to this world, we might look back 


upon life with more tranquility, and ſelf approba- 


tion, and fofward to eternity with fewer miſgivin 
thoughts. ; 


Ir the moral precepts of religion, had that in- 
Auence upon the deliberations of our hearts, and 
the conduct of our lives, that the authority of the 
lawgiver, the deſign upon which they were publi- 
ſhed, and the rewards and penalties with which 
they are enforced, ought to have upon reaſonable 
and accountable creatures, all injuſtice and op- 
preſſion, all envy and malice, all covetouſneſs 4. 
ſlander, all pride and debauchery, would be baniſhed 
out of the world; and every man, without intermed- 
dling with his neighbour's concerns, would ſtudy 
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to be quiet, to do his own buſineſs, and 75 
have a conſcience void of offence, toward God, 
and toward man. 


THEN indeed, man would be but a little lower 


than the angels in happineſs, as well as rank; at leaſt 
he would have nothing elle to diſtreſs him, but the 
natural, and unavoidable evils of his imperfe& 
ſtatc, which tho' they be many, yet do not make up 
one half of that miſery and trouble that mortals ſtrug- 
gle with here below: for by far the greateſt part of 
that perplexity, and vexation in which we ſpend our 
days, ariſes either from neglecting the duties of our 
reſpective ſpheres of life, or acting contrary to them, 
or performing them by halves in a lukewarm and 
heartleſs manner: and tho' an univerſal and tho- 
rough change in this reſpect, is hardly to be hoped 
for, untill the times of reſtitution of all things ſpoken 
of by the holy prophets ſhall take place, yet it is 
the intereſt and duty of every individual, to en- 
deavour to fulfill all righteouſneſs, and by faithfully 
diſcharging the duties of his ſphere, to be as uſeful 
to others, as innocent and virtuous himſelf, and 
as ſtrictly obedient to the laws of his God, as he 
poſſibly can in this imperfect ſtate 
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THE words now read before you, as my text, 
lead me to diſcourſe upon the duties of a ſtation, 
that has no ſmall influence on the peace and' hap- 
pineſs of private families, and the intereſt and tran- 
quility of ſociety in general; a ſtation that is very 
conſiderable for the great number of thoſe who fill 
it, and that very much needs direction, becauſe of 
the variety of its duties, the multitude of its temp- 
tations, the greatneſs of its truſt, and à certain li- 
centiouſneſs that has indeed infected all ranks, but 
muſt be peculiarly pernicious in that of ſervants. 
I thought an advice of this kind particularly neceſ- 
ſary and pertinent at preſent, when it has pleaſed 
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„Jod of his great goodneſs, to turn the dearth and | 
| I fcarciry we laboured under, into cheapneſs and | 
plenty; the happy conſequences of which, will be a : 
greater choice of maſters, better entertainment, and ; 
higher wages; and as it is too commonly the miſ- 
$ 


fortune of men, from the higheſt to the loweſt, to 
make the goodneſs of God, an occaſion and encou- 
y Eragement to ſin and folly; I was afraid that 
i! I theſe things might now produce, as they have ſome- 
4 I times done before, idleneſs, wantonneſs, and in- 
ce ſolence, things as pernicious to the ſervant, as they 
are to the maſter, and as contrary to the laws of 
God, as to the intereſt of ſocicty. And as all fouls 
are mine, is the declaration of God in ſcripture, ſo 
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the attention and endeavours of the miniſters of 
the goſpel, ſhould extend to every ſtation of life, 
that every member of the church, in his vocation 
and miniſtry, may truly ſerve God and keep his 
commandments. I ſhall therefore in this diſcourſe, 
lay before you, ſome of the principal duties incum- 
bent upon ſervants, and then conclude with my 
earneſt prayers, that God may ſo diſpoſe their hearts, 
to fulfil them, that they may receive his approving 
ſentence at the end of this tranſitory life. Indeed 
I do not pretend to offer any thing ſtrictly new 
upon this ſubject, but tho' it be not new to the 
world, it may perhaps be ſo to ſome of thoſe that 
hear me, or I may revive the remembrance of thing 
that were once known, and are now forgotten, or 
poſſibly (with the bleſſing of God) I may in- 
fluence the practice where the duties are both 
known and remembered, but careleſly and ſuper- 
ficialy diſcharged. 


FIRST then, it is required of ſervants, that they 
be ſtrictly honeſt, thou ſhalt not ſteal, is directed to 
all ſtations of life, and thou ſhalt not covet any thing 
that is thy neighbour's, extends to every part of 
the property of other men, and conſequently dib 
honeſty in any condition of life is baſe, ſhameful, 
and wicked, but it muſt be doubly fo, when it 
is committed againſt thoſe who put confidence 
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in our honeſty, when it is attended with 2 
breach of truſt, and aggravated with the baſeſt and 
blackeſt ingratitude ; and thus it muſt always be in 
all diſhoneſt ſervants, there,the crime of theft is car- 
ried to its higheſt pitch of wickedneſs, for they rob 
the perſon who puts his goods into their hands, 
with a deſign to preſerve them, they iniure the 
man, whoſe intereſt they are bound to promore, 
they eat his bread and receive his wages, and ſecret- 


ly contrive his ruin, 


A MAN has a thouſand ways to ſecure his pro- 
perty from ſtrangers, but if thoſe of his own houſe 
prove diſhoneſt, he muſt be undone, becauſe it is 
next to impoſlible to prevent their villainy ; the 
midnight thief that breaks into an houſe is not 
half ſo guilty; the robber that meets me on the 
high way, takes only what I may have about me, 
he lies under no particular obligations, he betrays 
no truſt, I know how much I loſe, and may find 
means to repair it by more diligence, or preater 
frugality; but the diſhoneſt ſervant betrays me, 
where I thought myſelt ſecure, ſcreens his iniquity, 
under the profeſſion of an attachment to my in- 
tereſt, inſenſibly brings on my ruin, while I am 
not ſo much as dreaming of it, and in the end I 
am undone without miſmanagement, and without 
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any viſible misfortune, unable to ſatisfy myſelf, or | 


to account to others by what mcans it came to 


paſs. 


AND thus with the loſs of my ſubſtance, it is a 
chance if he does not ruin my reputation too, for, 
without any viſible accident, without any known 
loſs, without any reaſonable cauſe that I can al- 
ledge, I may be rendered incapable of ſatisfying 
the juſt demands of thoſe who truſted me in buſi- 
neſs, or ſupported me out of friendſhip; and the 
conjecture that they will naturally make, will be, 
that I have been either prodigal and extravagant, 
or am acting the villain, and purpoſely defrauding 


them: thus the diſhoneſt ſervant brings me to mi- 


ſery, and at the ſame time deprives me of com- 
paſſion and relicf, a kind of guilt ſo complicated 
and black, that it cannot eſcape the vengeance of 
the juſt judge of all the earth, For hardly can the 
univerſe preſent a (ſcene to the All- ſeeing eye, that 
more deſerves his pity, or calls louder for his ven- 
geance, than a man labouring hard, living frugally, 
and uſing all honeſt endeavours to earn a ſub— 
ſiſtence for himſelf and family; while the ſecret 
theft, and unobſerved pilfering of thoſe he truſts, 
like moths conſume his ſubſtance, diſappoint him 


of the fruits of his labour, and deſtroy the effect 
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of his induſtry; he who ſees all iniquity with a 
perfe& hatred, muſt behold this kind with a pecu- 
liar abhorrence, and referve for it ſome choſen 


curſe, ſome ſingular vengeance ſuitable to the black, 
and complicated guilt. 


THosE who are diſhoneſt in this way, generally 
ſatisfy themſelves with the thought, that they pil- 
fer but triffles, that their maſters can ſpare them, 
or that they ſhould of themſelves be more liberal, 
but the pilfering of thoſe triffles, prove that they 
have not the true principles of honeſty and juſtice; 
triffles will amount in time to ſomething of conſe- 
quence; impunity will encourage them to go ſtill 
greater lengths; and practice will harden them in 
iniquity, inſomuch that it is ten chances to one if 
they ſtop ſhort, till they bring themſelves to diſ- 
grace, or their maſter to ruin. A ſervant is no 
proper judge, whether his maſter can ſpare ſach 


things or not, if he could ſpare them ever fo eaſily, 


his affluent circumſtances will nor juſtify the ſer- 
vant's diſhoneſty, and if this principte be once ad- 
mitted, the ſervant will always ſuppoſe, that the 
maſter may ſpare, whatever his heart chances to covet 
and his imagination ſuggeſts ways and means to 
conceal,untill his villainy ve detected, or his maſter 
undone. Nor is the want of liberality in the maſ- 


ter, 
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ter, any better excuſe for the ſervant's diſhoneſty, 
tor if he pays the promiſed wages, he fulfils his 
part of the contract, and may ſay with the maſter 
of the vineyard in the goſpel, friend, J do thee 10 
wrong; it he beltows any thing more, the ſervant 
ſhould receive it as a gift, with gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs; and if otherwiſe, be content with his 


WAYCS. 


Burr beſides downright diſhoneſty, a ſervant 
may be unjuſt, and wrong his matter by careleſ- 
nels and profuſion ; he may indeed be honeſt ac- 
cording to the common acception of the word, but 
for want of care, permit others to ſteal away. his 
maſter's property, deltroy it himſelf for want of 
attention, or waſte it for want of frugality: though 
here he does not perhaps betray ſo much depravity 
of heart, yet he as effectually fails in his duty, 


the conſequences may be as fatal to his maſter, ' 


and the vices will as certainly grow habitual in 
himſelf; carefulneſs and frugality are as much the 
ſuppoſed, or expreſs terms of the contract, as ho- 
neſty, the want of the former is as really a breach 
of truſt, as the want of the latter, and it is of very 
hitle conſequence to the maſter, whether he loſes 
his property by the careleſneſs, or covetouſneſs of 


his ſervant ; whether he is undone by his folly, or 


his 
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his fraud; and the thieviſh ſervant is at leaſt wi/e: 

in his generation, than the careleſs and profuſe, for 
if he violates his faith, ruins his maſter, hazards his 
ſoul, and diſobeys his God; he reaps, or propoſes 
to reap, ſome preſent profit, but the other incurs 
the guilt, without the temptation, and provides tor 
himſelf a miſerable etcrnity, without promoting his 
intereſt upon carth. 


VE, tho' coreleſneſs and profuſion, be as con- 
trary to the duty of the ſervant, and attended with 
as ill conſequences to the maſter, as diſhoneſty, 
they are ſeldom haunted with ſuch a ſenſe of 
guilt; how could J help it, is a ready excuſe, and 
let the inſtance be ever ſo flagrant, they wipe their 
mouths, and ſay we have done no wickedneſs. 
But would they ſcriouſly confider the nature of 
the obligations they come under, to promote by all 


lawful means the intereſt of their maſter, or would 


they attend to the effects of their careleſneſs, upon 
the intereſt and happineſs of him and his fa- 
mily, they could hardly fail to perceive, that it is a 
mixture of diſhoneſty and injuſtice, and a vice thar 
will ſoon grow habitual in themſelves, make them 
little reputed while they continue ſervants, and 
bring them to poverty and want, when they come 
to act for themſelves: the crime itſelf ſeldom Fails 

| to 
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to be aggravated with diſſimulation, and lying, ex- 
cuſes muſt be invented, reaſons and cauſes muſt be 
aſſigned; what was owing to careleſneſs, will be 
aſcribed to other cauſes, and what profuſion has 
waſted, falſe accounts will be contrived to conceal; 

in a word, unfaithfulneſs in ſervants, whether it 
proceeds from diſhoneſty or careleſneſs, is a com- 
plication of the blackeſt crimes, and like the tongue 
among the members, a world of iniquity; and 
therefore if you would have the eſteem of men, 
and the approbation of your own conſciences, 


while you live, or the hopes of a bleſſed eternity, 


when you come to die; enter upon your ſervice 
with the Pſalmiſt's ſentiments, I hate the ſins of 
unfuithifulneſs, there ſhall no ſich cleave unto me, 
and uniformly adhere to the generous reſolution, 
my integrity 1 hold faſt and will not let it go, my 
heart ſhall never reproach me as long as I live. 


NEXT to theſe, diligence and application are 
duties incumbent upon ſervants, he that is ſlothhful 
in his wirk (ſays Solomon) is brother to him that 
is a great waſter, you ſell your time and labour 
to your maſters, at a certain price, and conſequent- 
ly to milemploy your time, is deliberate fraud, and 
to neglect the work aſſigned you, downright injul- 
tice: as the prophet Jeremiah denounceth 2 75 

the 
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the man who uſeth his neighbour's ſervice without 

: | wages, we may add, wo to him who receiveth his 
e | neighbour's wages without doing his work, becauſe 
the injuſtice is equally flagrant. Moſt of the ſer- 
; Prants in the Apoſtle's days, were ſuch as had been 
t taken in war, ſuch as had been reduced into flavery 
Aby misfortunes, or ſuch as by an hard fate indeed, 
became ſlaves, by being born of parents, that, as 
the Apoſtle expreſſes it, were under the yoke; 
egligence, one would think, might have been in 
ſome degree excuſable in perſons, who without 
„ their own conſent, had loſt their freedom, 
e Fad little proſpect of ever recovering it, could 
Pot change their maſters when they were ill uſed, 
2, Pad had no reward for their labour, but a ſcanty 
1, Nubſiſtence. 


Var the Apolile inſiſts upon the neceſſity of 
doing their duty with ſingleneſs of heart, and 
e Hlligently performing their buſineſs for conſcience 
ke, How much more muſt it be incumbent u- 
on ſervants in -our days, to do their duty with 
iligence, who freely, and out of choice enter in- 
t- Ja kind of covenant, to work for certain wages, 
we it in their power once or twice in a year to 
ter their circumſtances, if they think them grie- 
ous, and can demand the price of their labour, 
he | N when 


— 


98 The Duty of Servants explained. 


when their time is out? look upon it in what light 
you pleaſe, ſloth and idleneſs in this reſpect, are 
juſt as criminal, fraudulent, and unjuſt, as it would 
be in a perſon, to ſell a commodity at a certain 
price, and upon the delivery pilfer a great part of 
it, or ſpoil the whole. What elſe is your ſervice, 
but an exchange of one commodity for another, you 
give your time and labour for a certain ſum o 
money, and conſequently, whatever you abſtract of 
your time and labour from your maſter's work, 
without his knowledge and conſent, you pilfer 
from the commodity you have ſold, diminiſh from 
its value, and ſo far act the cheat. 


ALLow me to fay, that there are many, and 
probably ſome juſt complaints, of want of prin 
eiple in this reſpect: numbers ſeem not {ſo much 
to think of the nature of the contract, of the ſo 
lemnity of the obligation, and of the final account 
that they muſt make of the way and manner | 
which they do their duty; as of wearing out the 
time, forming a ſpecious title to the- wages, anc 
impoſing upon their maſters with eye ſerviee: con 
| ſcience ſeems to be laid aſide, God is not in al 
their thoughts, and they look no further than thi 
ſight or reſentment of their maſters upon earth 
But tho' you may eſcape your maſter's eye, ther: 


The Duty of Servants explained. 99 


+| is anall-ſceing eye that witneſſeth the fraud, and a 

el juſt judging God, who will call you to an account; 

af for he that doth wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong he 

u Path done, whether he be bond or free, and there is 

off 19 reſped of perſons : indeed one would think that 

e, the conſciences ot thoſe who idle away their maſ- 

on ters time, would reproach them, when they ſit 

down to eat the bread for which they have not 

ff laboured, and come to receive the wages they have 

ru not earned; the gains of injuſtice ſeldom proſper | 
Cf long, and he who receives wages for which he 

on hath not wrought, ſhall as the Prophet expreſſeth ir, 

put it into a bag that hath holes; he cannot uſe it 

with the approbation of his own heart, he cannot 
hope that it will proſper, and he muſt expect that 

it ſhall riſe up againſt him in judgement, 


AND beſides the injuſtice of it, with reſpect to 
Jour maſters, beſides the fatal conſequences with 
which it will be attended in a future exiſtence, it 
will prove very prejudicial to your preſent intereſt ; 
you will be little eſteemed in the families in which 
your lot chances to fall, your reſidence in them 
will not be long, you will leave them with a bad 
grace; and when your character comes to be known, 
you will have no chance to have the beſt maſters, 
Ithe higheſt wages, the moſt conſtant employment, 
N 2 the 
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the kindeſt treatment, or the moſt honourable work; 
all theſe ye muſt reſign to thoſe who delerve them 
better, to thoſe who are diligent in buſineſs, and 
conſcientiouſly do their duty. You will contract 
an habit of negligence and idleneſs, and a certain 
averſion to labour and induſtry, that may very 
probably make you take ſome fooliſh or deſperate 
courſe, or at leaſt will keep you poor and low dur- 
ing all your lives. For as Solomon abſerves, /loth- 
Fulneſs caſteth into a deep ſleep, and the idle ſoul ſhall 
ſuffer hunger. Therefore whatſoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as ta the Lord, and not unto men, knowing 
that of the Lord, ye ſhall receive the reward of av 
eternal inheritance, if ye faithfully diſcharge the 
duties of your ſphere, 


BESIDES theſe, ſervants ought to be tractable 
and patient: obſtinacy and pride, are always con- 


temptible, and commonly ruinous in whatever rank 


of life a man chances to ſtand; but they are 
doubly fo in a dependent condition, and peculiarly 
ridiculous in thoſe, whom the providence of hex 
ven has placed in a low ſtation. A ſervant can 
hardly a& in a manner more inconſiſtent with his 
duty, intereſt, and condition, than when he pre- 
ſumes to direct his maſter; ventures to do things 


his own way; in oppoſition to his maſter's will, 
and 
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and is peeviſh and refractory when his council is not 
followed. It is no doubt friendly and his duty, 
to offer his beſt advice, but to fret becauſe it is nor 
followed, is fooliſh, and infolent, becauſe his maſ- 
ter muſt be ſuppoſed to know his own affairs belt ; 
becauſe his intereſt is moſt at ſtake, and becauſe it is 
his province to direct, and that of the ler ant to 


obey. 


PRIDE in a ſervant ſeldom fails to render him- 
ſelf unhappy, and his maſter more harſh, for it 
makes him diſſatisſied with his entertainment, diſ- 
contented with his wages, impatient of reproof, and 
incapable of obedience; and as there is ſomething in 
man, that naturally diſpoſes him to mortify a proud 
and haughty temper, ſo his maſter will be apt to 
be provoked by his arroganee, and ready to embrace 


every opportunity of humbling his pride, and e ex- 
erciſing his patience. 


THEY whoſe fate it is to ſerve others, muſt 
reſolve to make allowances for their humours, to 
put up with ſome things, that may ſeem very mor- 
tifying, and to bear reproofs with patience; if you 
have done wrong, it is reaſonable that ye ſhould be 
reproved, the loſer may at leaſt have leave to com- 
hs and tho' anger in ſuch caſes is ſeldom uſetul, 
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or wiſe in the maſter, yet it is very natural, and 
may ſometimes carry a good natured, and prudent 
man, beyond the ſtrict bounds of diſcretion, and 
make him uſe expreſſions, that may be mortifying 
and harſh; in ſuch circumſtances, you ſhould re- 
member, that a ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
that the ingenious acknowledgement of a fault, and 
ſincere profeſſions of 2 reſolution to amend it, 
ſeldom fail to appeaſe anger: whereas an attempt 
to vindicate what 1s wrong, highly aggravates the 
offence; frivolous excuſes offered in order to ex- 
tenuate your fault, only betray an inſenſibility of 
it; and inſolent anſwers, when you have done a- 
miſs, might provoke even one of a mild temper, 
and are apt to make a man who is already angry, 
loſe all patience. Exhort ſervants (Jays St. Paul 
in bis epiſile to Titus) to be obedient to their maſ- 
ters, and to pleaſe them well in all things, not anſwer- 
ing again, not purloining, but ſhewing all goad fidelity, 
that they may adorn the dorine of God our Sa- 
viour in all things. 


EVEN when you think yourſelves unjuſtly blam- 
ed, your anſwers ſhould be mild, and ſubmiſſive; 


ye ſhould chule the happieſt ſeaſon for your vindi- 


cation ; and have a little patience, till the fit of paſ- 
fron be ſubſided. We are not always blameleſs, 


when 
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when we ſuppoſe ourſelves to be fo, becauſe we 
are partial judges in our own cauſe: and when we 
have to do with people of paſſionate tempers, it 
is often, at once uſeleſs and dangerous to con- 
tradict them, for while the fluſh of paſſion con- 
tinues, you may as well reaſon with the roaring 
ſea, or perſwade the ſtorm to be calm, as at- 
tempt to make them liſten to what you have to offer 
in your vindication, to think with calmneſs, or 
judge with equity; in ſuch caſes, ſilence is the 
greateſt prudence, and a little patience, the neareſt 
and ſureſt way to peace. 


IT is here that you can ſhew yourſelves ſu— 
perior to your maſters, for it you can command 
your tempers, ſpeak with diſcretion, and act with 
prudence, when they ſuffer themſelves to be hur- 
ried away, by an impetuous paſſion, into raſhneſ 
and fury; you demonſtrate that you have more 
of the reaſon and ſedateneſs of men, and ſpirit and 
temper of Chriſtians than they; and conſequently 
that it is not their merit, but the myſterious provi- 
dence of heaven that has raiſed them to a ſuperior 
- rank in life, for ſays Solomon, greater is he that 


ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh a city. A- 


bove all, remember the direction of St. Paul, Ser- 
wants be ſubje# to your maſters, with all fear, not 


; 
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only ts the good and gentle, but alſo to the froward ; for 
this is thank worthy, if a man, for conſcience toward 
God, endure grief, ſuffering wrongfully; for what glory 
is it, if when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye ſhould 
tale it patiently ; but if when ye do well and ſuffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God, 


BuT how rare is this kind of patience! inſtead 
of ſuffering wrongfully with meekneſs, ye will 
ſcarce bear to be reproved for your faults, hardly 
receive neceſſary directions, with calmneſs and pleaſ- 
ure, and ſcem very little ſenſible that ſubmiſſion 
is any part of your duty; indeed the natural order 
of things in this caſe, ſeems to be in a great meaſ- 
ure reverſed, for inſtead of being ſubject to your 
maſters with all fear, they are rather ſubje& to you, 
they can ſcarce content you with entertainment, 
ſatisfy you with wages, or fall upon ways and 
means to keep you in temper, and prevail with you 
to do your buſineſs in peace. They muſt over- 
look much negligence, bear much inſolence, and ſee 
many faults without ſeeming to oblerve them; 
and when it is unavoidably neceſſary to reprove, 


they muſt ſoften every expreſſion, qualify, even their 


{uſt complaints, and may be thankful after all, if 
they be not heard with indifference, anſwered 
with inſolence, and told with contempt, that if they 


are 
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are not fatisfied with your ſervice, they may ſupply 
themſelves otherways: the happy freedom that 
our country enjoys, the plenty which God has beſ- 
towed, and the extenſive trade, with which we are 
bleſt, that employs many hands, may encourage 


ſuch a conduct, but they never will juſtify it in his 


ſight, who commands ſervants to be ſubject to their 
maſters with all fear. Nay they will aggravate the 

guilt, God may be provoked by ſuch diſobedience 
to withdraw the bleſſings, and the reproof of Mo- 
ſes to the Jews, do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 


people and unwiſe ? or that, of the prophet Hoſeah, 
according to their paſtures, ſo were they filled, they 


were filled, and their hearts were exalted, therefore 
they have forgotten me, will be truly applicable. In a 
word, if you would act like Chriſtians, you muſt 
be ſubje& for conſcience ſake, your obedience muſt 
proceed from a religious principle, and you ought 
not ſo much to conſider, whether or not your maſ- 
ter may in himſelf deſerve your ſubmiſſion, whether 
or not, your want of ſubmiſſion is like to affect 
your preſent intereſt, or whether or not, you may 
be arrogant with impunity, but chiefly, that God 
has commanded you to be obedient ; that ſubmiſ- 
ſion is your duty; and that it is your intereſt, ab- 
rating from all other conſiderations to do ay 
with gocd will as unte the Lord, and not unto : 

O e 
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knowing that whatſoever good thing any man doth, 
the ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, whether he be 
bond or free ; you cannot be diſobedient to your 
maſters commanding what is lawful, without be- 
ing diſobedient to God, and if you perverſly ne- 
gle& the duties of that ſphere, which God hath 
aſſigned you for the preſent, whatever pretences 
you may have to other virtues, whatever airs of re- 
ligion you may aſſume, like Jonah's gourd, al 
your goodneſs has a worm at the root, that will 
make it wither away, without bringing forth the 
fruits of eternal life. 


LAST Lv, ſervants ought to be no tale bearers, 


nor act as ſpies in their maſter's family, for this, 


like diſhoneſty, is a breach of truſt, may be attend- 
ed with very bad conſequences, to the intereſt and 
happineſs of the maſter, and ſeldom fails to bring 
vexation and diſgrace upon the ſervant himſelf. 
Indeed in a well regulated family, he will not hear 
or ſee any thing, that the maſter needs to be a 
ſhamed or afraid of, tho it be publiſhed to the world; 
yet in all families there are certain domeſtick con- 
cerns, that the world has no buſineſs with ; certain 
private tranſactions, that as they pertain only to 
that ſmall ſociety, ſo they ſhould not be known 
any where clſe, and certain little regulations, and 

| | peculiarities 
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peculiarities in its oeconomy, which tho' they may 
not only be innocent, but prudent, uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary, yet ought not to be expoſed to the ma- 
licious interpretations, and ill natured gloſſes of a 
cenſorious world. 


A'MAN's own houſe ought to be his ſanctuary, 
to which he may retire, and be ſafe from the ſharp 
eye of malice, and the poiſonous ſting of the tale- 
bearer's tongue; it is there that he opens his heart 
to his friends and relations, that he explains his de- 


ſigns to his children or ſervants, and throws off 


that reſtraint and caution with which he converſes 


with the world, becauſe he has reaſon to believe 


that all about him are friends: and conſequently it is 
there that a talebearer is moſt dangerous, and cri- 
minal ; moſt dangerous, becauſe his being in the 
ks. gives him an opportunity to hear-and ſee 


moſt of his maſter's tranſactions and private con- 


duct, and that connection gives a certain probabili- 
ty to his reports, and gains them belief in the 
world; and moſt criminal, becauſe he betrays the 
truſt repoked | in him, does miſchief under the maſque 


of friendſhip, and injures the man to whom it is. 


his duty and profeſſion to be uſeful: ſervants as 
being members of a family are obliged by all the 
ties of gratitude, profeſſion, and duty, to promote 

2 its 
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its intereſt and ſeek its peace, and nothing is more 
likely to be ruinous to both theſe, than to publiſh 
its private concerns, and whiſper in the ee 
hood its real or ſuppoſed ſecrets. Indeed much 
more of its happineſs depends upon the tongues of 
ſervants, than they themſelves ſcem to be aware of, 
a diſtant hint may be improved to its diſadvantage, 
when dropt by a ſervant, and how often do tale- 
bearing ſervants, ſet families at variance within 
themſelves, and ſow diſcord between them and 
their neighbours? but bleſſed are the peacemakers 
for they ſhall be called the children of God, but curſed 
are they that foſter contention, for they are the emiſ- 
faries of we devil, 


THEREFORE, if you would act the part of 
conſcientious ſervants, or good Chriſtians, ſeek the 
peace of the families in which you dwell, for in the 
peace thereof you ſhall have peace, and to do this ef- 
fectually you muſt eſpouſe the Pſalmiſt's reſolution, 
T faid I will take heed to my ways, that J offend not 
with my tongue, I will keep my mouth as it were with 
a bridle, let all that ye chance to hear or ſee of the 

private concerns of the families in which you dwell, 
continue private, ſow not the ſeeds of diſcord in 
them, by accuſing the one to the other, and be- 
ware of inflaming the quarrels that may ariſe with- 
in 


a_—_ 1 ” LY 1 a— — ws cas — © 


AY , ws ay „% © © Aa Aa cs fwat 8  -—_ 


The Duty of Servants explained. 109 


in themſelves, or with their neighbours by relating 
the haſty expreſſions, or uncautious actions of heed- 


leſſneſs and anger; kindly bury all ſuch in oblivion, 


or if duty and the intereſt of the family require 
that you ſhould make a report, ſweeten the ſenti- 


ments, ſoften the expreſſions, omit the provoking 


circumſtances, and as it were, extract the ſubſtance, 


retaining as little as poſſible of the wormwood and 
the gall. | 


AND on the other hand, add an emphaſisto any 


expreſſions of kindneſs that you may chance to hear 


from either ſide, ſet every office of civility that 


may paſs between them, in the ſtrongeſt light, and 
endeavour to make even caſual and indifferent 
actions, wear ſome air of kindneſs; in a word, as far 


as is conſiſtent with the ſanity of truth, and the 


duty you owe to your maſters, uſe every method 
to ſtrengthen friendſhip where it has taken place, 
to revive it where it has been interrupted, and to 
maintain peace, and mutual kindneſs among the 
ſeveral members of the family in which you dwell, 
and with all the neighbourhood around you. 


AND as you mult not publiſh the private con- 


cerns of the families in which you reſide, neither 
ſhould you pry into thoſe of your neigbours, nor 


pump 
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pump their ſervants in order to diſcover them, for 
by doing theſe things, you tempt your neighbours 
to iniquity, may involve yourſelves in trouble, and 
certainly act in a way inconſiſtent with chriſtian 
charity; inquſitiveneſs and talebearing are ſeldom 
ſeparated, they mutually foſter one another, for he 
that is apt to talk of other mens matters, will be 
allo eager to know them, and it is not perhaps very 
caly to know much, and to conceal all. The 
ſureſt method not to be tempted to betray ſecrets, 
and not to be ſuſpected (tho innocent) when they 
chance to be divulged, is to receive as few of them 
as poſſible. 


Tuo' you may by talebearing curry favour for 
2 while, yet you are almoſt ſure in the end to meet 
with contempt, diſgrace, and vexation, the animo- 
fities you raiſe will ſubſide, the ill offices you have 
done will be diſcovered, your malicious intentions 
will be underſtood, and reconciliation will unite 
both parties in an inſuperable averſion to your 
perſon and intereſt. 


How often has talebearing turned ſervants out 
of lucrative places, deprived them of bread, and 
reduced them to want and miſery? and ſooner or 
latter every one who is guilty of it, ſhall feel the 

accompliſhment 
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accompliſhment of Iſaiah's prophecy, behold all ye 
that kindle a fire, that compaſs yourſelves about with 
ſparks, walk in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks 
that ye have kindled, this ſhall ye have of mine hand 
e ſhall lie down in forrow, 


To conclude, honeſty in your conduct; careful- 
neſs with reſpe& to ſuch things as are commit: ed 
to your charge; diligence in your work; patience 
in your temper ; and prudence in the government of 
your tongues; are the principal duties of your ſta- 
tion: and theſe duties you ſhould ſeriouſly and ſin- 
cerly endeavour to diſchage, if you would wiſh to 
obtain the good opinion of the world; if you deſire 
that the wages you receive ſhould proſper in your 
hands; it you would have the approbation of 
your own hearts, 2nd the comforts of a good 
conſcience; if you would look back upon this ex- 


iſtence with pleaſure when you ſtand upon the 


brink of eternity, or hope to be received at the 
awful tribunal of the ſupreme judge of all the 
earth, with well done good and faithful ſervants. 
Which may God of his infinite mercy grant to 
all that hear me, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Ames. 
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The Duties of Maſters to their Servants 
explained and recommended. 


CoLos. IV. 1. 


Maſters give unto your Servants, that which is juſt and 
equal, knowing that ye alſo have a Maſter in heaven. 


I brethren, (ſays St. James) have not the faith, 
M of our Lord Feſus Chriſt the Lord of glory, 
with refped of perſons ; but if ye have ręſpect of per- 

fons ye commit ſin: and ſurely nothing can be more 
inconſiſtent with the office of a miniſter, with the 
fpirit of that goſpel which he preaches, and with 
that general connexion, that is between him and 
all members of a congregation, committed by pro- 
vidence to his care, than a partiality to the perſons 
and ſtations of men : for as he ſerves that God, who 


without reſpe& of perſons, judgeth every man's 


work, ſo without regard of rank or ſtation, he 
ſhould teach every man his duty, without preferring 


one before another, doing nothing with partiality, and 


as 
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as there are whimſical, unjuſt, and tyrannical maſ- 
ters, as well as diſhoneſt, negligent, and inſolent 


ſervants, who ſeem to know as little how to com- 


mand with the Chriſtian temper, as the others to 
obey according to the laws of the goſpel ; I ſup- 
poſed I ſhould have failed in my duty, given juſt 
cauſe of charging me with partiality, and (however 
they may take it) betrayed a want of attention to 


their preſent intereſt, and future happineſs, if after 


having endeavoured to perſwade their ſervants to 
obey with diligence, honeſty, and patience ; Thad not 
alſo exhorted them to rule with moderation, juſtice 
and charity. For this reaſon I have choſen the 
words that I have read before you, Maſters give 
unto your ſervants that which is uſt and equal, knows- 
ing that ye alſo have a maſter in heaven. Hoping 
that the ſupreme authority, from which this com- 
mandment proceeded, the powerful motive with 
which it is enforced, I mean that ye have a maſter 
in heaven, and the great and amiable example in- 
ſinuated as a pattern for you, in the exerciſe of your 
authority, would at once dire& the judgement, 
influence the will, humanize the heart, and diſpoſe 
you to hear with patience, and practiſe with ſince- 
rity, and conſcience, the duties that I am about to 
recommend; as far as they ſhall be found to be 
included in the general expreſſions of my text, con- 

P ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the ſpirit and deſign of the goſpel, and 
taught by the example of your maſter in heaven. 


Happ indeed would it be for the world, if 
they, to whom God in his providence, gives power 
and authority over other men, would remember 
from whom theſe priviledges came, for what pur- 
poſe they were given, what account muſt be ren- 
dered of them; and above all, if they would endeay- 
our in the exerciſe and application of them, to imi- 
tate the example of the giver. For the ſupreme, 
ſelt-exiſtent maſter of the univerſe, employs his 
power for the preſervation of his dependents, and 
exerts his authority only to make them wiſe, good, 
and happy; if he commands any duty, it is to pro- 
mote their happineſs, if he forbids any thing, it is 
to prevent their miſery, if he corrects, it is for their 
improvement; and in fine, he connects his glory and 
their good ſo cloſely together, that obedience is as 
much their intereſt as their duty. 


THE gracious father is ſo united to the awful 
governour, and the tender friend, and compaſſionate 
redeemer, ſo mixed as it were with the ſovereign 
maſter, that tho' his power be unlimited, his ſuperi- 
ority infinite, and his will arbitrary and irreſiſtible; 
yet fill his ſervice is perfect freedom, his yoke eaſy, 


and 
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and his burden light: this amiable example you 
ſhould endeavour to imitate, and ſtudy to make your 
ſervants as happy, as their ſtate and condition, and 
your circumſtances will admit of, and with this 
view you muſt allow them a reward proportioned 
to the labour you exact, neither impoſing upon 


their ſimplicity, taking advantage of their neceſſity, 


nor deceiving them in the nature of the work 
for which you engage them, or the value of re- 
ward you propoſe, wo unto him (ſayeth the pro- 
phet Jeremiah) who uſeth his neighbour's ſervice 
without wages, and giveth him not for his work, I 
will come near to you to judgement, (ſayeth God by 
the prophet Malachi) and will be a ſwift witneſs, 
egainſt them, who oppreſs the hireling in his wages. 


SoME maſters conceal the heavieſt and moſt 


mortifying parts of the work they expect, and a- 


muſe the ſervants they would engage, with fair 
and general promiſes which they never mean to 
fulfil, with exaggerated accounts of their perqui- 
ſites, and flattering pictures of the condition in 
which they are to live; a piece of ill timed policy 
at once unjuſt, cruel and unwiſe. Unjuſt, becauſe 
in this as well as every other contract, we ſhould 
deal with ſincerity and candour, not impoſing up- 
on the ignorance, nor taking advantage ot the cre- 
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dulity of the perſons, with whom we have to do, 
but fairly informing them of what ſervice we mean 
to exact, expreſly and candidly determining the re- 
ward we are willing to allow, and repeating the 
terms of the contract with all poſſible preciſion, 
untill we find that they underſtand us, and are ſa- 
tisfied; or decline acceptance of the conditions. 
Diſſimulation in caſes of this nature, muſt be very 
criminal, becauſe in many things, the fervant muſt 
confide in the veracity of the maſter, and judge of 
his intended ſtate and condition by his report. It 
is alſo unwiſe with reſpe& to a man's own intereſt, 
for when the ſcrvant diſcovers the impoſition, he has 
no mere that attachment to your intereſt, that 
heart to do his work, and that affection to your 
perſon and family, that are neceſſary to make him 


diligent, careful and honeſt: his duty becomes 2 


burden, he looks upon his maſter as a cheat, and 
either thinks of nothing, but wearing out the time 
with an heartleſs eye ſervice, or is. tempted to be- 
lieve, that he has a right to indemnify himſelf, 
by pilfering and diſhoneſty. Therefore it is the in- 
tereſt, as well as duty of maſters, to be ingenuous, 
when they ſpeak of the nature of the work they 
require, and definite in the terms they propoſe, 
promiſing nothing but whatthey deſign to perform. 


And as there is nothing, that can leſs admit of di- 
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putes than money, it might perhaps be prudent, 


both for the maſter and ſervant, to condeſcend upon 
a certain ſum, in full of wages, perquiſites, and in 
fine every thing that the ſervant has to expect; this 
would prevent all diſcontent, and rapaciouſneſs, and 
preclude every cauſe of complaint. 


AND further, as you ſhould be expreſs and can- 
did in the terms of the contract, fo ye ſhould con- 
ſcientiouſly perform them, and honeſtly pay the 
promiſed Wages. Some become ſervants in or- 
der to learn ſome buſineſs, or trade; here it is the 
duty of the maſter diligently, and fully to inſtruct the 
ſervant, in all that pertains to the buſineſs propoſed; 
aſſiſting him with his beſt advice; directing him 
by the experience that himſelf has gained; reſerving 
no ſecret, that is neceſſary or uſeful to that occupa- 
tion; and in a word, doing everything in hispower, 
to ſend him out into the world, well qualified to 
earn his bread by his buſineſs, and to be uſeful 
to ſociety. Negligence in this reſpect is extremely 
baſe, and criminal, becauſe it muſt either proceed 


from a pitiful ſelfiſhneſs, and poor ſpirited envy, 


or from an unmanly ſlothfulneſs, and inhumane 
indifference, that {light the ſacred obligations of 


juſtice, honour, and conſcicnce; and becauſe it is 
proving unfaithful in the principal, and moſt im- 


portant 
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portant part of the contract, and will prove a great 
and irreparable loſs to the party concerned ; for 
the precious time he has miſpent cannot be recalled, 
the money he has thrown away cannot be reco- 
vered, and age advances too ſwiftly to leave him 
timc, or perhaps capacity, to repair his loſs; for 
there is a certain period of life, in which there is 
a quickneſs of apprehenſion, a facility in acquiring 
habits, and a genius for imitation in arts, which 
if it be improved, gives a dexterity in moſt things, 
that riper years very rarely can attain ; for thefe 


reaſons, it is hardly in the power of man to be 


guilty of a more iniquitous practice, than that I am 
warning you againſt, becauſe it is an injury and 
injuſtice, whoſe fatal effects the ſufferer ſhall feel 
through life, which will render him uniuſt to 
thoſe who employ him, and leſs uſeful to fociety, 
muſt expoſe him to many mortifications, and much 


loſs, and may keep him in poverty and diſtreſs to 


the end of his days. Therefore if you would act 


wich the humanity of men, with the integrity and 


honour of good members of ſociety, or with the 
juſtice and charity of Chriſtians, never let ſelfiſh 
conſiderations, or indolent indifference hinder you, 
from inſtructing your ſervants, in every thing that 
pertains to the buſinels, which ye have undertaken 
to teach them. 

WHEN 


— 
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WHEN they ſerve you for wages, remember, 
that their hire is the price of things, that are very 
precious to them; I mean their time, their liberty, 
their ſwear, their ſtrength and their health; and 
conſequently to defraud them of it, muſt be the 
blackeſt iniquity, and cannot fail to awaken the 
vengeance of the juſt judge of all the earth: for 
excepting the poor, and miſerable, there is no 
claſs of men, which God hath ſo peculiary taken 
under his immediate protection, or declared fo 
frequently and peremptorily, that he will ſee juſtice 
done them, as the hired ſervants. I will be a favift 


witneſs, ſays he, againſt thoſe who oppreſs the hire- 


ling in his wages: behold (ſays St. James) the hire 


of the labourers, that is kept back of you by fraud 
crieth, and the cries of them which have laboured, have 


entered into the ears of the Lord of ſabaoth. And 


the commandment, thou ſhalt not oppreſs an hired 


ſervant, is as plain, and peremptory, as thou ſhalt not 
ſteal, conſequently, all ſhifts to defraud them of 
their promiſed reward, however plauſible they may 
appear, and however well they may ſucceed by 
ſuperior intereſt upon earth, are highly criminal in 
the ſight of God, will ly heavy on your conſcicnces, 
in your laſt moments, and riſe up againft you in 
judgement. FOR 


As 
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As it is highly iniquitous to defraud them of 
the promiſed reward, ſo it is unjuſt and cruel, to 
detain it from them, for any long time after it is 
earned, for they rarely have any other reſources; 
to ſopply their wants; in ſuch a ſelfiſh and diffident 
world, they muſt pay dear for what they cannot 
pay immediately ; and ſometimes the comfortable 
ſubſiſtence of a numerous and helpleſs family, de- 
pends upon your punctually anſwering the juſt de- 
mand, at his day (fays the Almighty) thou ſhalt give 
him his hire, neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it, 


for be is poor aud ſetteth his heart upon it, leſt he 


cry againſt thee unto the Lord, and it be a ſin unto thee, 
Defraud not the poor of his living, (ſayeth the wiſe 
ſon of Syrach) and make not the needy eyes to wait 
Ing. In truth, you can have no creditor who has 


a juſter title to his money, none that deſerves a 


preference, to a diligent and honeſt ſervant, and 


few, that for the moſt part, are leſs able to bear 


your delays in payment. 


FURTHER,Iit is the duty of maſters, to uſe theic 


ſervants with kipdneſs and humanity, this they 


have a title to as men, and a right to expect as 


Chriſtians, and indeed, it is no more than a reaſon- 
able return, to thoſe who arc ſpending their time, 
and exhauſting their ſtrength in your ſervice: your 

commands 


\ 
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commands ought to be reaſonable, delivered with 
mildneſs, and proportioned to their ſtrength: for 
when your commands are unreaſonable, and be- 


yond their power to perform, obedience is without 


heart; negligence without ſhame; and reproof 
without effect; becauſe you require more than 
they are able to perform, they are apt to do leſs 
than they can: indeed nothing is more diſcourage- 
ing to a diligent and faithful ſervant, than to find, 
that all he can do, will not content his maſter; the 
deſpair of pleaſing abates his endeavours, and 
at length he turns indifferent, whether he be ap- 
proved of or not: and as your commands muſt be 
reaſonable, ſo your reproofs ſhould be well timed, 
void of paſſion, and given with a certain air of con- 
tern for the ſervant's happineſs, as well as your own 
intereſt ; he who is always carping with his ſervants, 
hardens them againſt reproof, and makes himſelf 
unhappy, and contemptible; the frequency of his 
reproofs deſtroys their effect, they ſoon come to be 
conſidered as things of courſe, are heard with diſ- 


regard, forgotten as ſoon as heard, or laughed at 
when he is gone. 


SoME maſters ſeem to think, that nothing can 
be done, without a mighty buſtle and noiſe, that 
there is ſomething great in flaſhes of anger, and 

Q ſomething 
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ſomething Rtriking in vollies of oaths ; and the truth 


is, by accuſtoming their ſervants to theſe things, 
hey do in ſome degree become neceſlary, becauſe 
the ſervant never thinks his maſter in earneſt, un- 
leſs his commands come in the imperious tone of 
anger, and with the uſual emphaſis of oaths ; but 
this is a neceſſity that the maſler creates to himſelf, 
and tho' at firſt his tearing and ſwearing, may ſeem 
to have ſome effect, yet even then it is all eye-ſervice, 
when the angry voice, ceaſes to ring in the ſer- 
vant's car, he ceaſes to regard his maſter's intereſt, 
and indemnifies himſelf for the hurry in his preſence, 
by idleneſs in his abſence ; and in a little time his tem- 
per grows familiar, the contious] repetition of oaths, 
makes them paſs as common words, his reproofs arc 
heard with indifference, as things that cannot be 
avoided, and his anger beheld with contempt, as 
the effect of a peeviſh temper and impotent mind, 
There may be ſome maſters ſo weak, as to imagine, 
that they command reſpect, and ſupport their autho- 
rity, when they make the houſe ring about them, 
ſee their ſervants ſhun their preſence, and put all 
around them into hurry and confuſion ; but the 

reſpe& they procure, is much of the ſame kind, 

with that we ſhew to a mad man, or a brute in 

his fury, I mean, we humour the one and keep 

out of the way of the other. And as theſe hurri- 
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canes of paſſion betray a weakneſs of mind, that 
muſt leflen them in the eſteem of their ſervants, 


ſo they proportionably diminiſh their authority, 


they are firſt feared, then deſpiſed, at length ridi- 


culed and inſulted. 


WHEREAS the man who never reproves with- 
out cauſe, and then delivers his mind with calmneſs, 
gravity, and reſolution, whoſe words are few, ſe- 
date, and ſignificant, and carry in them ſomething 
of the kindneſs of the friend, as well as the au- 
thority of the maſter, ſeldom fails to rivet his re- 
proofs deep in the heart, commonly produces a- 
mendment, gains eſteem, and commands obedience. 
For when a man who is generally of an equal, 
humane, and pleaſed temper, puts on the air of diſ- 
pleaſure, the thing is unuſual, ard conſequently 
ſtrikes ; his reproofs, delivered with calmneſs, and 
ſeaſoned with a certain tenderneſs for the intereſt 
of the offender, are almoſt irreſiſtible, for we know 
from experience, that they proceed not from peeviſh- 
neſs of temper, we ſee by his way and manner that 
they are not the effects of an haſty paſſion, nor the 
conſequences of any hatred to our perſons; and 
therefore we conclude, that they are not without 
cauſe ; that he complains, becauſe we are faulty, re- 
proves becauſe it is neceſſary, and exhorts us to 
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amendment becauſe he is our friend. Obedience 
is always the moſt hearty, thorough and conſtant, 
that is founded on love and eſteem ; and maſters 
have a thouſand ways of obtaining theſe, if they 
pleaſe, for ſervants are not incapable of gratitude, 
nor inſenſible to good offices; their affections may be 
won ſometimes by a little condeſcenſion, ſometimes 
by obliging expreſſions, and almoſt always by ſhew- 
ing a juſt regard to their intereſt and happineſs; 
ſuch as giving them friendly advice in difficulties, 
uſing them with care and tenderneſs in the time 
of ſickneſs, and generouſly ſympathizing with them 
in their ſeveral afflictions. | 


THESE are things that will not coſt the maſ- 
ter much, yet they will procure for him the pleaſ- 
ant reflection, that he does to others, as he would 
wiſh to be done by himſelf; they will obtain the 
happy approbation of his maſter who is in heaven, 
and raiſe in the breaſts of his ſervants, an attack- 
ment to his intereſt, an affection to his perſon, a 
ſubmiſſion to his will, and diligence and fidelity 
in his ſervice, more-generous in their nature, and 
more ſincere and conſtant than the greateſt exertion 
of his authority will ever obtain. And when a 
ſervant loves and eſteems his maſter, there are few 


that will go greater lengths for their friends, than 
he 
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he will do for him, few whoſe friendſhip will be 


more diſintereſted, active, laſting. and ſincere; ſeveral 
inſtances might be produced where a ſervant has 
done more, and ſtuck cloſer than a brother, and 


adhered to his maſter in ſpite of danger, and againſt 
his own intereſt, when the frowns of adverſity 


made his other friends fall off: tho' you ſhould 
never need their friendſhip, yet there is 2 certain 
pleaſure in poſſeſſing their affection, and no man 
can tell what changes of fortune may ly between 


him and the grave, or whoſe aſſiſtance he may need 
before he leaves the world. 


Bo r beſides the duties I have already mention- 
ed, if you would a& with the humility and charity 


of Chriſtians, or the found policy of prudent maſ- 
ters, you mult avoid all contemptuous and flighting 
expreſſions to your ſcrvants, tor they can never an- 
ſwer any good end, they cut to the quick, 
ſink deep in the memory, and raiſe a reſentment 


that is keen and long lived ; they are too ſevere 


trials for the patience of your ſervants, and bid 
very fair to make them loſe at once, all ſenſe of 
duty, all conſiderations of intereſt, and all regard to 


your authority ; and prompt them to treat you in 


your own way, and anſwer with a freedom and 
inſolence, that however juſtly you may deſerve, you 


will 
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will not eaſily digeſt, and tho' they ſhould pru- 
dently reſtrain their tongues for the preſent, 
yet they will hardly forgive, and never forget the 
affront. It may chance to meet you where you leaſt 
expect it, and will effectually leſſen their affection 


to your perſon, their concern for your intereſt, and 
their diligence and fidelity in your buſineſs. 


BESIDES it is cruel to make them feel their 
dependent condition fo ſeverely, it is unmanly to 
inſult your inferiors, unchriſtian to treat men with 
contempt, who are made in the ſame divine image, 
ſerve the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and are heirs of 
the ſame promiſes with yourſelves ; and it is fooliſh 
and unnatural to deſpiſe members of the ſame po- 
litical body, as neceſſary and as uſeful in their ſta- 
tions, as thoſe of the higheſt rank, for the head can- 
not ſay to the foot, I have no need of thee, the 
maſter can no more be happy withour the ſervant's 
labour, than the ſervant ſubſiſt without the maſter's 
| wages; they are mutually dependent, and conſe- 
quently the ſervant ſhould not envy the maſter's 
ſuperiority, nor the maſter inſult the ſervant's meaner 
condition, but both ſtudy to pleaſe God, and pro- 
mote one another's happineſs. Whereas (ſays the 
ſon of Syrach) thy ſervant worketh truly, intreat 
hin uot evil, nor the hireling that * himſelf 


for 
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for thee, let thy ſoul love a good ſervant, and defraud 


him not of his wages. 


NEITHER is it prudent to encourage ſervants, 
to entertain you with the ſlanderous tales of the 
neighbourhood, and the private concerns of the 
families around you; for by this you ſhall train 
them up to lying and ſlander, and ſhall be partakers 
of their guilt; talebearing will grow into an habit u- 
pon them, and in the end be exerciſed againſt your- 
ſelves. If they find you diſpoſed to liſten with at- 
tention and pleaſure, they will firſt collect all the cur- 
rent ſlander of the neighbourhood with diligence, 
then pry into your neighbours concerns with im- 
pertinent curioſity, and at laſt, when ſubje fails, 
invent ſecrets, and forge calumnies with dexterity 
and impudence. If you hear their ill natured tales, 
they will raiſe unworthy and uncharitable ſuſpicions 
in your minds; if you believe them, they will lead 
you into raſh judgement, andunjuſtaQions; if you re- 
late them, they will involve you into trouble and con- 
tention with your neighbours ; and make you for- 


feit the favour of your God, by diſobeying his ſo- 


lemn commandment, thou ſhalt not bear falſe wwit- 
neſs againſt thy neighbour. I know not how a 
maſter can appear in a more contemptible light, 
than when he is liſtening to the ſlanders his 


ſervant 
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ſervant has collected in the neighbourhood, or in- 
vented to gratity his malicious curioſity ; he be- 
trays ſuch a meanneſs in the method of obtaining 
his information, ſuch a malice of heart in delight- 
ing to hear, and ſuch a pernicious diſpoſition, if 
he intends to propogate the ill natured reports, and 
let me add too, ſuch a want of prudence, in encour- 
aging a trade, that is carried on at his own expen- 
ce; (for ſervants generally purchaſe the ſecrets of 
their neighbours families, with the exchange of thoſe 
of their own, ) that he ſeems to be at once void of 
ſenſe, honour, and conſcience, and as little acquain- 
ted with the duties of ſocial virtue, as he is with 
the obligations of Chriſtian charity. In a word, 
ſuch a fooliſh conduct is unjuſt to your neigh- 
bours, cruel to your ſervants, and will prove per- 
nicious to yourſelves in this world, and that which 
is to come. | 


AND laſtly, but moſt of all, it is the duty of 
maſters to inſtruct their ſervants in the principles, 
and exhort them to practiſe the precepts of the 
goſpel: you have a very common and ſigniſicant 
proverb, that every man is king, prieſt, and prophet 
in his 5wwu houſe; what does it mean! ſurely no- 
thing leſs than this, that he ought to have the ſu- 
preme authority in his family, offer its ſacrifices of 


praiſe 
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praiſe and prayer, and. inſtru& its members in the 
knowledge and will- of God. Moſt maſters are 


ready enough to claim the authority of the firſt cha- 
rater, would to God, they were as careful to perform 


the duties of the other two. That they are duties 
incumbent upon them, will I think, appear very 
evident from the following confſideraticns. Firſt, 
as all power is of God, ſo all power ought to 
be employed to promote his glory, to co-operate 
with his known will, and to accompliſh ſuch things 
as he has declared are well pleaſing to him. 
How can we promote his glory more effectually, 
than by inſpiring all thoſe upon whom we have 
any influence, with the knowledge of his attributes, 
with a reverence of his laws, and a ſenſe of his 
authority and holineſs? than by improving the 
underſtandings, converting the hearts, and reforming 
the lives of our dependents, and teaching all who 


are under our inſpection and authority, #9 deny theme. 


ſelves ts all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly and righteouſly in this preſent world, If we 
believe, with the Apoſtle, that he 20 have all men 
to be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth, 
we muſt alſo conclude, that we are co-operating 
with his will, when we are endeavouring, to increaſe 


the religious knowledge, and promote the ſalvation 


of thoſe around us. And that this is acceptable 
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to him we are very certain, becauſe he has declar- 
ed, that, they who turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſhine as the ſtars forever, and ever, and commend- 
ed Abraham for his attention to the duty before 
us, I know him (ſays he) that he will command his 
children and his houſhold after him, that they ſhall 
keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgement, 
Therefore it you would be grateful to God, for 
raiſing you to the rank of maſters, if you have any 
zeal to promote his glory and honour; any ſince- 
rity when ye ſay in your daily devotions, thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven, 
or any deſire to receive his approbation in a day 
of judgement, you will endeavour to improve the 
religious knowledge, and moral conduct of thoſe, 
whom the providence of heaven ſhall commit to 
your care. = 


CAN you ſuppoſe yourſelves to be innocent? or 
can you expect that the bleſſing of God, will proſ- 
per your enterpriſes, if you permit his worſhip to 
be neglected, his name to be blaſphemed, and his 
facred laws to be tranſgreſſed in your families? no; 
your ſervants may periſh in their guilt, but their 
blood ſhall be required at your hands, the affronts 
that are offered to the honour and authority of 
God, ſhall be laid to your charge, becauſe you did 
| not 
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not endeavour to reclaim thoſe who were under 
your inſpection; and the iniquity of your houſes 
may be viſited upon yourſelves, your children, and 
your ſubſtance. | 


BuT ſuppoſing it were of no conſequence to 
yourſelves, whether God be honoured or diſhon- 
oured in your families, ſuppoſing that the provi- 
dence of heaven, by puting them under your inſpec- 
tion, impoſed upon you, no charge of their minds 
or morals, yet ſtill Chriſtian charity, nay common 
humanity, would require, that you ſhould not 
ſuffer them to continue in ignorance, with reſ- 
pect to the important truths of religion, nor to 
follow ſuch profligate courſes as lead to their ruin. 
For, as much as the ſoul is ſuperior to the body, 
in the dignity of its nature, and eternity more im- 
portant than time, upon account of its duration, ſo 
much more incumbent is it upon you to exert your 
charity, for the improvement of their minds and 
to prevent their ruin, and promote their happineſs in 
a future exiſtence ; you may treat them in other re- 
ſpects with kindneſs, deal with them with candour, 
and pay them with exactneſs, yet while you are defi- 
cient in the duty that I am recommending, you only 
take heed to that which is leaſt, and neglect the 
nobleſt offices of charity. e 
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Ir you know by experience, that vice is natural- 
ly pernicious, if you. believe that the happineſs of 
a future exiſtence, depends upon the preſent con- 
duct, and expect that every man ſhall receive ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body; and at the 


ſame time behold with indifference, thoſe who are 


committed to your care by providence, and are con- 
tributing to your happineſs by their labour, pur— 
ſuing ſuch profligate courſes as muſt make them 
forever unhappy, can you by any means more fully 
demonſtrate that you are void of humanity? If 
you ſaw a blind man approaching to the brink of 
a precipice, and neglected to give him warning, or 
ſtood upon the bank of a ſtream, and beheld an 
unfortunate wretch carricd away with the current, 
and refuſed to ſtretch out your hand to fave him, 
tho' within your reach ; your barbarity would not 
be half ſo great, becauſe a few moments would 
put an end to their miſery, becauſe you lay under 
no other obligations, but the common. ties of hu- 


manity, and becauſe the haſty proceſs of ſuch ac- 


cidents, would not leave much time, for the ſcene 
to work upon the tender feelings of the mind, and 
the ſight of the objects to ſoften the heart: but in 
the other caſe, the miſery to which your ſervants 
expole themſelves ſhall never have an end; beſides 
the common obligations of humanity, they are 

committed 
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committed to your inſpection by providence, 
and entitled to your friendſhip by acquaintance 
and gratitude; their ruin is gradually accompliſhing 
under your eye, and the miſerable objects, are for whole 
months and years as it were periſning before you. 


IT is indeed a full proof that religion has no 
real influence upon the mind of the maſter, when | 
he quietly tolerates vice and impiety in his ſervants, 
for their conduct would otherwiſe be fo diſagree- 
able to his own diſpoſition ; and in his opinion, ſo 
diſhonourable and ungrateful to God, and fo fatal to 
themſelves ; that he could not fail to reprove, and 
endeavour to reclaim them, out of reverence to God, 
out of charity to them, and out of averſion frem their 
evil ways: ſo that we may with much more reaſon 
conclude with reſpe& to the ſoul, than the body, 
that he who provideth not for his own, and eſpecially 
for thoſe of his houſe, is worſe than an infidel, aud 
hath denied the faith, that he has neither the huma- 
nity of a man nor the zeal of a Chriſtian, 


Bo x if neither duty to God, nor charity to man 
can prevail upon you, to endeavour to inſpire your 
ſervanrs with the fear of God,and reverence for his 
laws, at leaſt let your preſent ſatisfaction and 
worldly intereſt perſuade you to comply ; for no- 


thing 
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thing bids fairer to make them good and profitable 
ſervants : you complain loudly and ſometimes per- 
haps very juſtly, that you are ill ſerved, that' fome 
of them are diſhoneſt, others inſolent, many 

ſlothful and negligent, and that, almoſt all, ſeem to 
want an inward principle of duty, and a conviction 
at the heart, that they ought to do ſervice as to God 
and not unto men. Does not the evil itſelf point 
out the remedy, inſpire them with a ſenſe of an 
all-ſeeing eye, and with an expectation of a future 
judgement ; teach them their duty to God and their 
neighbour ; convince them of the truth, and explain 

to them the obligations of religion, in fine, labour 
by inſtruction, and example, to make them Chriſtians, | * 
and then they will have an inward principle of duty, | 
and be honeſt, diligent, and ſubmiſſive for con- 
ſcience ſake. 
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Bu r how can they have any inward principle of 
duty, when perhaps they never hear of God or 
religion in your families, when they are here cor- 
rupted by bad example, there debauched with the 
principles of infidelity, in another place made ac- 
complices in fraud, or confidents in the intrigues of 
luſt, and almoſt every where, meet with negle& of 
God, and contempt of religion. When ſome of 
you grudge them a few hours upon a Sunday, for 


publick 
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publick worſhip, or private devotion ; others ridi- 
cule religion in their preſence, and convince them 
by their conduct, that they neither believe its 
truths nor reverence its inſtitutions; and al- 
moſt all of you leave them in groſs ignorance of 
the principles of the goſpel, in a continued negli- 
gence of religious exerciſes, and in a word, de- 
prived of every thing that keeps the conſcience 
tender, and feeling; the fear of God, and a future 
judgement, powerful at the heart, and a ſenſe of 
duty alive in the breaſt. 


ALL bad example is infectious, but that of maſ- 
ters peculiarly ſo, becauſe it is always before the 
eyes of their ſervants, becauſe it is recommended 
by their ſuperior ſtation, enforced by a kind of 
reverence and authority, and gradually copied either 
with a view to pleaſe the maſter, by conformity to 
to his ſentiments and manners; or from that incli— 
nation that is in all ranks, to vie with and imitate 
their ſuperiors. 


Ir they ſee you, affronting your maſter in 
heaven, by blaſpheming his name, ridiculing his 
inſtitutions, and tranſgreſſing his laws, they will 
learn to be inſolent to their maſter upon earth, if 
you miſpend the Sunday, they will miſemploy the 


week, 
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week, if you defraud, they will ſteal, if you debauch 
with your friends, they will drink with their com- 
panions; the ſlander and blaſphemies that are 
heard in the dining room, will be vented in the 
kitchen, and in fine, they will imitate your vices as 
far as is conſiſtent with their cirumſtances and ſitu- 
ation, and ſerve you as ſuperficially, and with as little 


ſenſe of duty, as they ſee you ſerve your God. 


Therefore, if you would be honeſtly and diligently 
ſerved, labour to impreſs the hearts of your ſervants 
with a ſenſe of religion, revive this ſenſe in their 
minds by religious exerciſes, and enforce it by your 
own example; convince them by your conduct, 
that you fear God, that you reverence religion, 
that vice and impiety are in your opinion, the 
worſt faults of v hich a ſervant can be guilty. 


PaRDON me, if I ſuſpect that many maſters 
attend to little elfe in their ſervants, but their own 
immediate advantage, and reaſon of their impiety 


and vicious conduct, (as long as they do not affect 


their own intereſt) as the Jews did of the trea- 
ſon of Judas, what is that to us, let themſelves ſee 
to thut; if the ſervant labours with diligence, if he 
does his buſineſs with dexterity, if he be in the way 
- when he is called for, tho' he blaſphemes God, deſ- 
troys 
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troys his conſtitution by debauchery, and follows 
ſuch courſes, as muſt end in his ruin, the maſter is con- 
tented, the ſervant is commended, and all is ſeem- 
ingly well. 


Bu v if he neglects his buſineſs, or anſwers with 
inſolence, if he careleſly uſes, or diſhoneſtly 
pilfers any thing, committed to his care, in a word, 
if he hurts your intereſt, or ſhocks your pride, you 
feel with a quick ſenſibility, and reprove with all 
the emphaſis of anger. But he may diſhonour 
God with impunity, he may contract vicious ha- 
bits, keep bad company, imbibe libertine principles, 
and live without God and Chriſt in your families, 
without meeting with a frown or receiving a re- 


proof. 5 


Now, ſuppoſing that the honour of God, and 
chatity to the ſouls of your ſervants, were out of 
the queſtion; ſuch a conduct is inconſiſtent with 
your intereſt and happineſs as maſters, for vice is 
progreſſive in its nature, hardens the heart, and 
leads men forward from one kind of wickedneſs 
to another, inſomuch that your ſervants will ſoon 
add diſhoneſty to debauchery, ſlander to blaſphe- 
my, and a contempt of the commandments of their 
maſter, to a negle& of the precepts of their God; 


they - 
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they will debauch one another, publiſh the ſecret 
concerns of your family, and what is ſtill more 
dreadful, eorrupt the minds and manners of your 
children, by their licentious diſcourſes and pernici- 
ous example; in truth, religion is the only hold 
that you have of their hearts, and the beſt guar- 

dian of their fidelity, diligence, and ſubmiſſion, and 
therefore it is your intereſt as well as duty, to en- 
deavour to maintain a ſenſe of it upon their minds, 
and to teach them to fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments: to do this effectually, you muſt in- 
ſtruct the ignorant, reprove the profligate, encou- 
rage the virtuous, enforce your exhortations and 
reproofs by your own example, and carefully 
adhere to the Pſalmiſt's excellent refolution, I 
will walk within my honſe with a perfect heart, he 
that worketh deceit ſhall not dwell within my houſe, 
he that telleth lies ſhall not tarry in my ſi ight. 


To conclude, I have now and formerly laid be- 
fore you, the duties of a connection that compre- 
hends the bulk of mankind, duties that are impor- 
tant with reſpect to ſociety, intereſting with re- 
gerd to your preſent ſatisfaction, and future hap- 
pineſs, and that need to be often repeated, becauſe 
temptations to neglect them often occur. 
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Ma God ſecond my weak endeavours with his 
efficacious grace, and ſo powerfully influence your 
hearts, that both maſters and ſervants may lo faith- 
fully diſcharge their ſeveral duties, that they may 
obtain the approbation of their maſter in heaven, 
meet in his preſence with joy, and dwell among 
his ſaints forever, grant this O moſt gracious God 


for Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


PLS OR, RT 


6 R A 8 of A. 
Page 6 Line 23 imagine is before, read, imagine before p. 21 J. 12 talk, r. falling 
P. 28 l. 21 thoſe, r. theſe p. 49 l. 25. which, r whom p. 30 |. 17 requeſts, r. reque} 
p. 37 k s head, r. heads p. 77 b 25 in, r. into p. By |. 5 and 6 and, tranſpoſcd from 
3 to o linc p. 133 I. 35 ſome of you, r. /ome. 


king 
ue it 
rom 


